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Liberty  Place  Lawsuit  Settled 


By  Adam  Smith 

The  dust  has  finally  settled  on  the 
Liberty  Place  controversy,  and  both  sides 
are  calling  the  end  a  victory. 

Liberty  Place,  a  high-end  28-story 
apartment  building  slated  to  be  built  on 
the  comer  of  Washington  and  Beach 
Streets,  diagonal  to  Kensington  Place,  had 
been  stuck  in  a  lawsuit  since  early 
October. 

The  Chinese  Progressive  Association 
and  resident  Simon  So  had  taken  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  and  Liberty 
Place's  developers  to  court,  holding  that 
the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  had  inappro¬ 
priately  granted  Liberty  Place  a  zoning 
variance. 

The  28-story  building  will  be  about 
two  times  higher  than  the  eight  to  10 
story  zoning  limit  --  a  limit  which  is  also 
called  for  in  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan. 

The  plaintiffs  agreed  to  settle  the  case 
out  of  court,  providing  that  the  city  and 
Liberty  co-developer  Kevin  Fitzgerald 
meet  three  conditions,  ending  a  three  year 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  3) 


Left  to  Right:  Mark  Maloney  of  the  BRA,  Henry  Yee  and  Marie  Moy  of  the  CRA 


Activists  Question  BRA's  Eminent 


Domain  Powers  At  Kensington  Site 
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Corner  of  La  Grange  and  Washington  Streets 


By  Adam  Smith 

A  few  neighborhood  groups  and  long¬ 
time  Boston  activists  are  claiming  that  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  cannot 
legally  use  Eminent  Domain  to  force  the 
sale  of  certain  buildings  to  clear  the  way 
the  for  the  proposed  Residences  at 
Kensington  Place. 

For  the  BRA  to  take  buildings  by 
Eminent  Domain  the  taking  must  be  for  a 
"bona  fide  public  use,"  or  the  buildings 
being  taken  must  be  in  an  Urban  Renewal 
Area  according  to  James  Masterman,  an 
Eminent  Domain  trial  lawyer  not  involved 
in  the  Kensington  project  or  its  opposition. 

The  $100  million,  30-story,  Residences 
at  Kensington  Place  is  a  for-profit,  high- 
class  apartment  building  being  proposed 
for  the  corner  of  Washington  and  La 
Grange  Streets.  An  example  of  a  "bona  fide 
public  use"  building  would  be  a  school  or 

(CONTINUED  PAGE  5) 
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Community  Notes 

More  Left  Homeless  This  Year 

According  to  City  Hall,  the  number  of 
homeless  in  Boston  increased  by  3.5% 
compared  to  2001.  Conducting  a  "home¬ 
less  census,"  250  volunteers  searched  for 
people  living  without  shelter  earlier  last 
week.  The  number  of  people  found  was 
added  to  the  number  of  residents  living 
in  Boston  shelters  for  a  citywide  total. 

The  homeless  census  found  a  total  of 
6,210  people  to  be  homeless,  compared  to 
6,001  homeless  people  in  2001. 

According  to  the  survey  results,  the 
number  of  homeless  family  members  liv¬ 
ing  on  Boston's  streets  rose  by  8.3  percent 
to  2,328,  compared  to  2,149  in  2001.  The 
number  of  homeless  women  was  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  this  year;  women  account¬ 
ed  for  1,572  of  Boston's  total  homeless 
population  ,  a  jump  of  10  %  from  last 
year's  total  of  1,427. 

Donor  Needed 

Jason  Oh,  a  "bright  and  loving"  15 
year  old  Korean  American,  has  been 
afflicted  with  Acute  Myeloid  Leukemia 
(AML)  since  September,  2001.  The  insidi¬ 
ous  disease  turns  white  blood  cells, 
which  protect  us  from  disease,  into  can¬ 
cer  cells. 

Jason  had  responded  to  chemothera¬ 
py  and  appeared  to  be  in  remission.  But 
the  disease  came  back.  His  desperately 
needs  a  bone  marrow  transplant. 

Bone  Marrow  Transplants  require 
finding  a  donor  who  is  of  an  exact  genet¬ 
ic  match.  Tire  first  step  is  to  see  if  anyone 
of  the  primary  family  unit  (father,  moth¬ 
er  and  sister)  are  a  match.  Jason's  are  not. 
The  National  Marrow  Donor  Program 
(The  NMDP)  has  no  match  for  Jason. 

The  next  step  is  to  start  a  bone  mar¬ 
row  drive.  That's  where  you  can  help! 

We  desperately  need  a  donor  who  is 
an  exact  match  with  Jason.  Although 
blood  drives  and  calls  to  friends  or  rela¬ 
tives  can  only  help,  a  massive  appeal 
needs  to  be  started  to  get  the  numbers  of 
volunteers  that  would  increase  the  prob¬ 
ability  of  getting  a  donor  match.  A  bone 
marrow  or  stem  cell  match  is  harder  to 
find  than  for  a  kidney  or  liver  donor.  In 
addition,  since  he  is  Korean  American, 
people  of  the  Korean  race  have  a  much 
better  chance  to  match  his  genetic  type. 

To  help,  you  can  contact  an  NMDP 
Donor  Center  and  give  a  sample  of  your 
blood.  If  you  are  a  match,  you  will  be 
contacted  to  determine  if  you  are  an  exact 
match  through  further  blood  tests.  If  you 
are  an  acceptable  donor,  the  procedure  to 
donate  bone  marrow  or  stem  cells  is  very 
simple.  All  it  requires  are  a  few  injections 
before  the  procedure  and  a  24  hour  hos¬ 
pital  stay.  For  more  go  to: 
http //home. cfl.rr.com/apleaforjason/ 


Senator  Dianne  Wilkerson  Files  Bill  To 
Help  Chinatown  Get  Parcel  24 


By  Adam  Smith 

Trying  to  make  sure  that  Chinatown 
gets  Parcel  24,  the  Asian  Community 
Development  Corporation  worked  with 
state  Senator  Dianne  Wilkerson  to  get  a 
bill  filed  early  this  month  that  would  des¬ 
ignate  the  Hudson  Street  lot  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

The  bill  filed  on  Dec.  4  was  one  of  the 
many  ways  ACDC  and  a  coalition  of 
Chinatown  groups  are  hoping  to  get 
Chinatown's  name  on  the  parcel  on 
Hudson  Street,  South  of  Kneeland  Street. 

Making  a  case  in  favor  of  Chinatown, 
Wilkerson's  bill  begins  by  listing  why 
Chinatown  deserves  the  land,  which  was 
lost  to  a  highway  off  ramp. 

The  bill  noted  that  by  constructing  the 
Massachusetts  turnpike  extension  in  1962, 
the  state  "displaced  and  inadequately 
compensated"  more  than  300  families  and 
small  businesses  from  the  Hudson  Street 
area.  It  continues  to  make  its  case  by  stat¬ 
ing  that  Chinatown  "is  one  of  the  most 
densely  populated  neighborhoods  in  the 
city',"  and  that  creating  community  hous¬ 
ing,  open  space,  and  community  space  "is 
a  legitimate  use  of  publicly-owned  real 
estate."  The  bill  calls  for  a  "community- 
focused  real  estate  development,"  on  the 
site. 

Attempting  to  secure  Chinatown's  role 
in  Parcel  24,  the  bill  directs  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority  com¬ 
mission,  in  consultation  with  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  to  convey  by 
deed  or  lease  that  the  Hudson  Street  parcel 
"shall  be  sold  or  leased  to  a  community- 
based  development  entity  for  nominal 
value";  that  it  shall  be  developed  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan 
2000,  and  that  whatever  happens  on  the 
lot  restore  a  "community-friendly,  residen¬ 
tial  character  to  the  Hudson  street  commu¬ 
nity  and  to  the  Chinatown  neighborhood." 

In  order  to  help  ensure  a  fair  process, 
the  bill  requires  that  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  form  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  advisory  committee,  which 
would  be  co-chaired  by  a  representative  of 
the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority',  a 
representative  of  the  BRA,  and  at  least  one 
representative  of  the  Chinatown  commu¬ 
nity. 

Community  members  would  be  able  to 
join  the  committee,  which  would  have  "no 
formal  powers  or  voting  procedures,"  but 
would  be  able  to  make  recommendations 
on  the  development  of  the  Parcel,  and 
would  hold  three  community  meetings  in 
Chinatown. 


Under  the  bill,  the  Massachusetts 
Turnpike  Authority  would  draft  a  request 
for  proposals  based  on  the  already 
described  guidelines.  The  Turnpike 
Authority  would  then  pick  the  develop¬ 
ment  team  after  working  with  the 
Chinatown  advisory  committee  to  narrow 
the  list  of  proposals. 

The  bill  would  likely  be  taken  on  by  the 
Transportation  Committee  and  a  hearing 
would  on  the  bill  would  likely  be  held  in 
early  spring. 

Parcel  24  is  one  of  many  parcels  that 
will  open  up  once  the  Big  Dig  is  finished. 
Only  a  handful  of  parcels  south  of 
Kneeland  Street  are  slated  for  develop¬ 
ments  --  24,  25,  26a  and  27a.  lire  rest  will 


be  parks,  including  Parcel  23d,  which  is 
slated  to  go  to  Chinatown  and  the  Leather 
District.  Community  meetings  for  that 
parcel  have  just  begun. 

A  press  release  provided  by  ACDC 
said  that  "Parcel  24,  unlike  any  other  Big 
Dig  surface  artery  parcel,  presents  a  spe¬ 
cial  opportunity,  not  just  to  create  anew, 
but  to  right  a  historical  wrong  that  was 
done  to  a  neighborhood.  The  same 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority,  which 
caused  so  many  homes  to  be  demolished, 
can  give  Parcel  24  back  to  the  community 
from  which  it  was  taken,  for  a  nominal  fee, 
so  that  the  community  can  restore  what 
was  lost  with  as  much  flexibility  as  possi¬ 
ble." 


Where  Parcel  24  will  be:  The  other  side  of  the  embankment 


Letter  to  the  editor 

Neighborhood  Council  Leader  Unhappy  With  Liberty  Place  Settlement 


18  December  2002 

The  Chinese  Progressive  Association 
and  a  Harrison  Avenue  resident  settled 
their  lawsuit  against  the  Liberty  Place 
developers  and  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeal.  The  settlement  was  made  on  the 
agreement  that  the  resident  receive 
money  to  move;  that  the  developers  pro¬ 
vide  $650,000  towards  the  development 
of  25  to  30  units  of  single  room  occupan¬ 
cy  housing,  which  is  to  break  ground 
within  two  years;  and  that  a  residents 
group  (Chinatown  Residents  Association) 
will  be  notified  at  the  same  time  as  the 
neighborhood  council  on  any  new  pro¬ 
jects.  The  group  will  be  able  to  review, 
comment,  express  opinions,  and  make 
recommendations  on  building  projects. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  rights 
of  this  residents  group  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  council  are  similar  and  remain 
essentially  unchanged.  I  don't  think  the 


resident  group  will  supplement  the  role 
of  the  neighborhood  council,  but  it  may 
review,  comment  on,  and  recommend 
projects  as  it  wishes.  This  residents  group 
has  always  been  able  to  do  this. 

The  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  has  worked  hard  and  long  to 
gain  credibility  and  respect. 

This  resident  group  is  looking  for 
something  it  already  has.  But  to  gain 
credibility  and  respect  from  the  City 
takes  a  lot  of  hard  work. 

I  question  what  has  been  written  in 
the  media  about  this  settlement,  especial¬ 
ly  what  has  been  written  about  this  resi¬ 
dent  group's  new  role  in  development. 
Furthermore,  I  find  there  to  be  inconsis¬ 
tencies  with  what  is  in  the  settlement  and 
with  what  was  said  in  the  media. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  principles  of 
this  "great  battle"  have  been  sold  out. 

For  example,  much  of  what  the  CPA  and 


other  groups  had  fought  for  where  not 
met  in  the  settlement. 

The  groups  fought  the  building 
because  they  thought  it  was  too  high, 
because  they  didn't  think  it  conformed  to 
the  Chinatown  Master  Plan,  and  because 
they  thought  it  would  gentrify  the  area. 
They  also  claimed  that  the  zoning  vari¬ 
ance  was  inappropriately  granted. 

The  major  party  in  the  settlement,  I 
feel,  has  told  the  residents  one  thing, 
while  doing  something  else.  For  $650,000 
the  major  principles  that  have  been  echo¬ 
ing  through  the  community  for  three 
years  have  been  abandoned  -  abandoned 
for  $650,000! 

Bill  Moy, 

Co-moderator  of  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council 

These  views  do  not  necessarily  reflect  those  of  the 
Sampan. 
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SETTLEMENT 

FROM  COVER 

battle  between  Chinatown  groups  and  res¬ 
idents  and  the  high-class  apartment  build¬ 
ing's  developers. 

Still  pending  a  final  draft,  the  three 
conditions,  according  to  a  Chinese 
Progressive  Association  press  release,  are 
the  following: 

1)  That  the  City  of  Boston  agrees  "that 
the  Chinatown  Resident  Association,  or  a 
council  democratically  established  by  this 
body,  will  have  a  meaningful  role  in  the 
review  and  recommendation  of  develop¬ 
ment  and  land  use  planning  matters  in 
Chinatown  comparable  to  that  of  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  council." 

2)  That  Fitzgerald's  1025  Hancock 
Street,  Inc.  contribute  "$650,000  to  a  spe¬ 
cial  fund  created  for  the  purpose  of  devel¬ 
oping  25-30  units  of  permanently  afford¬ 
able,  low-income,  single  room  occupancy 
housing  in  Chinatown." 

3)  That  the  City  agree  to  acquire  or  des¬ 
ignate  "a  site  for  the  low-income  housing 
project,  to  assist  the  future  developer  in 
securing  public  financing,  credits,  or  sub¬ 
sidies,  and  to  make  best  efforts  to  ensure 
that  project  construction  will  begin  within 
two  years.  Terms  of  the  project  and  its 
developer  will  be  subject  to  approval  by 
the  Chinese  Progressive  Association  or  its 
designee." 

It's  unclear  exactly  how  the  CRA 
would  have  a  say  in  development  issues 
in  Chinatown,  but  some  in  Chinatown 
have  long  been  frustrated  by  what  they 
t  all  a  lack  of  representation  from  the  exist¬ 
ing  neighborhood  council. 

According  to  the  press  release,  "The 
City  of  Boston  also  agreed  to  continue  dis- 
t  ussions  on  neighborhood  development 
concerns  with  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  and  the  Chinatown  Resident 
Association,  and  the  developer  agreed  to 
provide  relocation  assistance  to  the  tenant 
plaintiff." 

The  CPA,  the  Chinatown  Resident 
Association,  and  the  Campaign  to  Protect 
Chinatown  were  the  main  forces  fighting 
the  Liberty  Place  development.  Protesters 
chanted  anti-Liberty  slogans,  and  anti- 
Liberty  Place  posters  and  placards  called 
the  attention  of  newspapers  and  other 
media  throughout  last  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer.  The  battle  peeked  late  summer  when 
the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  granted  the 
zoning  variance  to  Liberty  Place  on  Aug. 

6.  Right  before  the  board's  decision,  a 
Chinatown  resident  poll  showed  that  resi¬ 
dents  voted  three  to  one  against  the  pro¬ 
posed  project. 

The  plaintiffs  argued  that  the  condi¬ 
tions  for  granting  a  zoning  variance  were 
not  met,  that  the  project  was  a  violation  of 
the  Chinatown  Community  Plan,  and  that 
Chinatown  tenants  would  be  vulnerable  to 
gentrification  and  displacement  if  the 
Liberty  building  went  up  as  planned. 

Those  in  favor  of  the  building  —  mostly 
the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council, 
business  groups  and  leaders  in  City  Hall  -- 
pointed  out  that  the  building  would  pro¬ 
vide  housing,  so  called  affordable  hous¬ 
ing,  and  some  low  income  housing. 

Announcing  the  news  of  the  settlement 
at  a  press  conference.  Mayor  Thomas 
Menino  said  "I  am  pleased  that  the  devel¬ 
opers,  Charles  E.  Smith  and  Kevin 
Fitzgerald,  and  the  Chinatown  residents 
have  come  to  the  table  and  reached  an 
agreement  that  works  for  everyone." 


The  hastily  scheduled  press  conference 
was  held  in  the  parking  lot  that  will  soon 
be  the  groundbreaking  site  for  Liberty 
Place,  and  which  was  once  the  site  of  the 
Pilgrim  Theatre. 

Weeks  before  the  settlement, 
Fitzgerald’s  1025  Hancock  Street  Inc.  had 
filed  two  motions,  one  that  demanded  the 
plaintiffs  post  a  bond  of  $1.5  million,  and 
one  that  claimed  that  the  lawsuit  has  no 
standing. 

The  motion  requiring  a  $1.5  million 
bond  stated  that  such  a  bond  would  be 
needed  to  "indemnify  and  hold  1025 
Hancock  harmless"  from  financial  losses. 

The  lawsuit  against  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeal  and  Liberty  Place  had  put  a 
hold  on  the  high  rise's  ground  breaking. 

The  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  gave 
Liberty  Place's  developers  the  green  light 
on  Sept.  10  to  build  the  apartment  build¬ 
ing  when  tine  written  decision  was  filed. 

The  Chinese  Progressive  Association 
had  claimed  that  by  allowing  the  variance, 
the  City  of  Boston  violated  the  principles 
of  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan,  which  is  to 
preserve  Chinatown  as  a  "working  class, 
family  community." 

For  the  apartment  building's  develop¬ 
ers  to  get  a  variance  to  relieve  them  of  fol¬ 
lowing  the  zoning  requirements  at  the 
Liberty  Place  lot,  three  conditions  were 
supposed  to  have  been  met: 
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1)  that  there  "are  some  special  circum¬ 
stances  or  conditions"  that  are  peculiar  to 
Liberty  Place  lot,  but  not  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood;  these  circumstances  had  to  be 
proven  to  deprive  the  developer  of  reason¬ 
able  use  of  the  property. 

2)  that  Liberty  Place  needed  a  variance 
because  the  existing  zoning  rules  would 
cause  difficulty  and  substantial  hardship 
and  that  Liberty  Place's  developers  could 
show  that  the  variance  sought  to  escape 
these  hardships  would  be  the  minimum 
necessary. 

3)  that  granting  the  variance  would  be  in 
"harmony"  with  the  general  purpose  and 
intent  of  the  zoning  code  and  it  would  not 
cause  injury  to  the  neighborhood  or  be 
detrimental  to  public  welfare. 

All  developers  seeking  a  variance  in 
Boston  are  supposed  to  prove  these  three 
conditions.  When  the  board  votes  to 
approve  a  project  at  a  zoning  hearing,  the 
decisions  are  written  by  the  appellants 
and  then  later  signed  by  the  seven  board 
members.  The  decision  is  supposed  to  out¬ 
line  how  the  appellant  meets  the  three  ^ 
conditions. 

The  lawsuit  that  was  filed  against  the 
city  and  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  argued 
that  the  three  conditions  were  not  met. 

"The  Board's  decision  granting  the 
owner's  petition  for  zoning  variances  does 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  ...  the  Boston 
Zoning  Enabling  Act...  because  (a)  there 
are  no  special  circumstances  or  conditions 
peculiar  to  the  land  or  structure  but  not  in 
the  neighborhood,  such  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  Code  would 
prevent  reasonable  use  of  the  land;  (b) 
granting  the  variance  is  not  necessary  to 
avoid  substantial  hardship;  and  (c)  granti¬ 
ng  the  variance  will  not  be  in  harmony 
with  the  general  purpose  of  the  code,  and 
will  be  injurious  to  the  neighborhood  or 
otherwise  detrimental  to  public  welfare," 
stated  the  civil  action  suit. 
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Families  welcome  ' 


WILLIAM  W.  SOOHOO  ATTORNEY?  LAW 
1146  WASHINGTON  ST.,  BOSTOti/  MA*02118 

mm  ■  (617)482-1553  cm  m  ■ Ytmis) 


ffiSmMMWo  Dunkin’  Donuts 


Personal  Injuries  fgSJA  '508 

Car  Accidents 
Criminal  Cases 

Bankruptcy  ft^JjlS 

Divorce 

Establishment  of  a  Corporation 
Purchase  or  Sale  of  Business  &  Homes 


Immigration 

Work  Visas  (H1B,  O-l,  I.-l,  J-l) 
Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  Software  Engineer) 

Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
Asylum 

Deportation  Appeals 
Family-B.ii.ed  Visa  petitions 
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Principal  taicies 
2003-2004  School  Year 


IVMoil  Public  Schools 


New  Pilot  Schools  in  Boston 

We  seek  to  develop  a  diverse,  highly  qualified  pool  of  Principal 
candidates  for  two  new  Pilot  Schools’in  Boston,  which  will  open  in 
September,  2003.  We  encourage  applications  from  interested  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  following  openings: 

•  Principal  -  Orchard  Gardens  K-8  School 

The  Orchard  Gardens  K-8  School  will  be  a  neighborhixxi -centered 
school  that  will  incorporate  theTramework:  of  the  ATLAS 
Community  of  Schools.  The  Orchard  Gardens  community  search 
committee  seeks  a  leader  who  is  eager  to  lead  this  new  school  with 
determination  and  integrity  and  who  possesses  the  capacity  for 
instructional,  organizational  and  community  leadership.  The 
Principal  must  possess  an  educational  philosophy  that  embraces 
the  community  vision  for  a  rigorous  academic  program  and  cham¬ 
pions  the  belief  that  all  children  can  learn  at  high  levels.  S/he  must 
be  an  individual  who  communicates  in  a  way  that  builds  shared 
vision,  values  the  role  of  families  and  community  as  true  partners, 
and  demonstrates  a  commitment  to  forging  that  partnership. 
Accountability  to  families,  children  and  the  community  must  be 
viewed  as  a  primary  priority. 

•  Principal  *  New  Boston  Pilot  Middle  School 
(at  270  Columbia  Road) 

Tlie  New  Boston  Pilot  Middle  School  will  be  a  learning  community 
with  high  expectations  for  student  achievement,  a  dedicated  teaching 
staff  committed  to  excellence  and  innovation,  broad  family  and  commu- 
gement,  and  extensive  supports  for  healthy  student  social  and 


emotional  development.  The  schixus  features  will  include:  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  build  the  educational  culture  for  a  brand  new  learning  communi¬ 
ty;  a  full-service  schooling  apprtxich,  characterized  by  integrated  part¬ 
nerships  with  community-based  organizations;  four  190  student  learn¬ 
ing  academies,  each  of  which  will  address  student  learning  styles  and 
strengths;  high  priority  placed  on  family  engagement;  and  a  teacher 
advisory  system  that  supports  all  students. 


The  successful  Principal  candidate  for  each  pilot  school  will  need  to 
be  involved  in  all  aspects  of  starting  a  new  school,  in  particular 
staff  selection,  in  late  winter/early  spring,  2003.  Please  see  our  BPS 
website  (www.boston.kl2.ma.us)  for  the  appropriate  application 
process.  The  deadline  for  these  two  pilot  scnool  prim 
is  January  15,  2003. 


I  principal  openings 


The  Boston  Public  Schools  is  on  affirmative  action/a]ual  opportunity 
employer  that  actively  sieks  applications  from  candidates  of  color,  uvmcn 
and  all  candidates  committal  to  our  foxus  on  children. 

www.boston.kl2.ma.us 


Massachusetts  Asian  AIDS  Prevention  Project 
is  an  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander  Community- 
based  organization  that  promotes  health, 
HIV/AIDS  prevention,  sexuality  awareness, 
and  access  to  care  through  education, 
advocacy  and  technical  assistance. 


Youth  Health  Educator/ 


Case  Manager 


The  Massachusetts  Asian  AIDS  Prevention 
Project  (MAAPP),  Inc.  is  seeking  a  Youth 
Health  Educator/Case  Manager  with  strong 
problem  solving  and  communication  skills  to 
oversee  the  AZN  Pride  Youth  Program,  which 
provides  peer-led  HIV/AIDS  prevention 
education  and  HIV  case  finding  and  case 
management  services. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 
Ramani  Sripada-Vaz,  Director  of  Programs, 
MAAPP  59  Temple  Place,  Suite  300,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


HOME  POWER 
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HOMEPOWER 
BOSTON  SENIOR 
HOME  CARE.  110 
CHAUNCY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MA  02111 
617-451-6631 


hrm@elderinfo.org 


massport 


FIRE  FIGHTERS 
Massachusetts  Port  Authority 


The  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  and  Local  Union  #  S- 
2.P.F.F.M./  l.A.F.F.  are  currently  accepting  resumes  via 
Massport’s  website  for  fire  fighter  positions  at  Logan 
International  Airport.  The  fire  fighters  provide  safety  and 
emergency  services  at  Logan  International  Airport,  and 
other  Massport  facilities  through  comprehensive  risk 
based-all  hazards  planning,  including  mitigation, 
preparedness,  response  and  recovery.  Requirements:  High 
school  diploma  or  equivalent  experience  required. 
Associate’s  preferred.  Successful  completion  of 
Massachusetts  Fire  Academy  or  equivalent  required  prior 
to  employment.  1-3  years  work  experience  in  airport, 
municipal  or  military  fire/emergency  service  delivery 
system  required.  EMT  certification  required  and 
computer  skills  are  a  must.  All  candidates  must  apply 
through  Massport’s  website,  www.massport.com. 

To  apply,  go  to  www.massport.com,  click  on  “ Job 
Opportunities" ,  then  click  on  the  “ Fire  Fighter/EMT"  job 
title,  and  fill  in  the  fields  and  answer  all  the  questions 
listed. 


Please  note  that  no  resumes  or  applications  will  be 
accepted  via  mail,  email,  or  fax  for  these  openings. 


WC  FRIENDS  OF  HORTICOLTURE 

•  Administrative  Assistant 

CONTROLLER'S  OFFICE 

•  Accounting  Manager 

SPECIALTY  SHOP /PHYSICAL  PLANT 

•  Mechanic  A/Refrigerator  Technician 

rS /SYSTEMS  &  NETWORKS 

•  Database  Manager 

RESOURCES 

•  Associate  Director  of  Leadership  Gift 
Stewardship 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  indicating  specific  posi¬ 
tion  to:  Human  Resources  Office,  Code  SP  12/20,  Wellesley  College, 
Wellesley,  MA  02481  or  by  email:  working@wellesley.edu. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  positions  are  filled.  Wellesley 
College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer.  Commuter  Rail  accessible. 


VOLUNTEER 

AT  SAMPAN 

CALL  (61 
1492,  B 

7)  421- 
17.  197 

Stone  Mason 

Experience  in  highly  skilled 
masonry  work  and  construction, 
repair,  finishing,  and 
maintenance  procedures,  work 
scheduling  and  estimating,  and 
equipment  use  and 
application.  Must  be  able  to 
obtain  a  MA  Hoisting 
License  and  MA  CDL  within 
the  first  six  months  of 
employment.  Salary 
$689.00/wk. 

Applicants  must  complete  a 
Civil  Service  Labor  Service 
Application, available  on-line  at 
www.tovvnotbrooklinemass.com 

or  at  Town  Hall,  3rd  Floor 
Human  Resources,  333 
Washington  Street,  Brookline, 
MA  02445  by  December  24, 
2002.  AA/EOE/ADA 


OFFICE  CLEANERS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Part  Time/Full  Time 
Day  or  Night 
Flexible  Hours  Poss. 
No  Experience  Nee. 
$12 

Call  617-976-6880 


$$$ 

Bilingual 

English/Chinese  R.N. 
Needed 


Per  Diem  Bilingual  R.N. 
needed  to  work  part  time  for 
non-certified  Chinatown 
home  care  agency.  Top  pay 
per  visit  and  flexible 
schedule.  Home  care 
experience  and  knowledge  of 
state  regulations  required. 
Join  our  supportive  team! 

Please  call  Jan 
Carruthers@6 1 7-424-8344 
for  an  interview  in  our 
Copley  Square  office. 


L'l'/iS 


saem'r 

BET  HITICED 
BET  THE  JIB  DINE 
REACH  CRIHESE 
ARB  EHCLISH 
SPEAKERS 

FIR  RATES  CAUJADA 
WARS 

(617)  425  8482.  EXT. 
288 


2003-2004  School  Year  Ccffi 

IkMim  Public  Schools 

Principal  Vacancies 

We  seek  to  develop  a  diverse,  highly  qualified  pool  of  candidates 
for  a  variety  of  principal  positions  for  the  2003-2004  schix>l  year. 
We  encourage  applications  from  interested  candidates  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  openings: 

•  Principal  -  Mildred  Avenue  Middle  School 

The  new  middle  school  will  open  in  September.  2003  and  we  arv  seek¬ 
ing  a  highly  motivated,  exceptional,  tvsults  oriented  Principal  who  is 
committed  to  high  standards  of  performance  and  achievement  by 
both  students  and  faculty.  The  Principal  will  need  to  be*  involved  in  all 
aspects  of  starting  up  a  new  school,  in  particular  staff  selection,  in  late 
winter/early  spring,  2003. 

Elementary  School  Principal 

Ludwig  Van  Beethoven  Elementary  School 
James  Michael  Curley  Elementary  School 
Paul  A.  Dever  Elementary  Scnool 
William  E.  bndicott  Elementary  School 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  Elementary  School 
John  F.  Kennedy  Elementary  School 
Patrick  J.  Kennedy  Elementary  School 
Mattahunt  Elementary  School 
John  D.  Philbrick  Elementary  School 
Hugh  R.  O'Donnell  Elementary  School 


Please  see  our  BPS  website  (www.boston.kl2.ma.us)  for  the  appro¬ 
priate  application  process.  The  deadline  for  all  of  these  openings  is 
January  24,  2003. 

The  Baton  Public  Schools  is  tin  nffirninthr  act  ion /equal  opportunity  i 

employer  that  actively  seeks  applications  fioni  candidates  of  color,  uvmcn  j 
and  all  candidates  committal  to  our  fox:  us  on  children. 

www.boston.kl2.ma.us 


Newton  Public  Schools 


2003-2004  Administratin'  Vacancies 

2  Elementary  School  Principals 

Countryside  Elementary  School,  grades  k-5.  455  students  & 
33  prof,  staff.  Williams  Elementary  School.  Grades  K-5. 

260  students  &  21  prof  ,  staf  f. 

Work  year  -  200  days.  Effective  -  7/1/03.  Current  salary  range  - 
$80,983  to  $100,035  commensurate  w/degrees  &  exp. 

Middle  School  Principal 

Brown  Middle  School,  tirades  6-8,  756  students  6c  82  prof,  staff. 
Work  year  -  211  days,  Effective  -  7/1/03.  Current  salary  range  - 
$93,355  to  $1 10,383  commensurate  w/degrees  6c  exp. 

Please  consult  our  website  www.newton.mec.edu  for 
further  information  on  the  Newton  Public  Schools 
and  these  vacancies. 


Process:  If  interested  ill  applying,  please  send  letter  of 
.  3  letters  of  reference,  educational  transcripts.  6c  proof 


Application  Process:  If  interested  ii 
intent,  resume 

oflieensure/eerHficatiou  by  February  10/2003: 

Roberta  E.  Doll  as  e.  Assist.  Supt7HR,  Newton  Public  Schools, 
100  Walnut  Street,  Newton,  MA  02460. 

\Vr  encourage  applications  from  candidates  who  hare  a  \lnmgeononihnenl 
to  active  anti-racism.  An  Affirmative  Act lon/Evpial  Oppoifnnilij  Pinphitfcr 


DIVERSITY  RECRUITMENT 
FAIR  FOR  TEACHERS 
AND  ADMINISTRATORS 


FOCUS 

rQn(Mdren 

Boston  Public  Schools 


February  8,  2003  ut  Roxbury  Community  College 

9:00  AJU.  -  1:00  PM. _ 

We  anticipate  2003-2004  school  year  teaching  and  administrative 
vacancies  in  a  variety  of  academic  and  instructional  leadership  posi¬ 
tions.  We  are  actively  seeking  certified  teachers,  current  teacher  edu¬ 
cation  program  candidates,  current  administrators  and  teachers 
interested  in  administrative/ instructional  leadership  positions. 

We  will  be  conducting  interviews,  by 
appointment  only,  in  the  following  areas: 

•  All  K-12  Teaching  Areas,  including  the  critical  needs  areas  of 
Mathematics,  Science,  Bilingual  Education,  English  as  a  Second 
Language,  and  Special  Education 

•  All  Administrative/lnstructional  Leadership  Positions,  including: 
Principal/Headmaster,  Assistant  Principal/Headmaster,  Director  of 
Instruction,  Mathematics  Coach  and  Literacy  Coach 

Please  send  a  resume  and  cover  letter,  indicating  whether  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  an  interview  for  a  teaching  position  or  an  administrative/ 
instructional  leadership  position,  no  later  than  January  27, 2003  to: 
Diversity  Fair  2003,  Boston  Public  Schools  - 
Office  oir  Human  Resources,  26  Court  Street, 

Boston,  MA  02108  or  fax  to  617-635-1579 

Sponsored  by:  Boston  Public  Schools,  Boston  Teachers  Union, 

Black  Educators  Alliance  of  Massachusetts,  Black  Ministerial 
Alliance,  Massachusetts  Association  of  Community  Organizations 
for  Reform  Now  (ACORN),  Voices  for  Children,  National  Black 
College  Alliance,  Boston  Higher  Education  Partnership  and  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Education 

:  The  Boston  Public  Schools  is  an  affirmative  act  ion /equal  j 
1  opportunity  employer  that  actively  seeks  applications  j 
i  from  candidates  of  color,  women  and  all  candidates  j 
:  committed  to  our  focus  on  children. 

www.boston.kl2.ma.us 


FT  Gallery  Manager/ 
Research  Assistant 

Appraise,  authenticate, 
and  research  Asian  art. 
Translate 
modem/classical 
Japanese  and  Chinese. 
Req:  MA,  languages, 
computer  skills. 
Alberts-langdon.com 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Executive  Director  for  Topf 
Center  for  Dance  Education  in 
Boston.  Terrific  opportunity  for 
entrepre-neurial  manager. 
Excellent  salary  and  benefits. 
Minimum  5  years  experience  in 
nonprofit  adminis-tration.  Send 
resume  to  Comart  & 
Associates,  82  Powers  St., 
Need-ham,  MA  02492; 
kcomart@attbi.com. 

See  www.topfcenter.org  for 
info,  and  full  job  description. 
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EMINENT  DOMAIN  USE 

FROM  COVER 

police  station.  An  urban  renewal  area,  is  an 
area  determined  to  be  "blighted"  and  in 
need  of  a  development  plan  subject  to  the 
BRA's  Urban  Renewal  powers. 

The  BRA  holds  that  the  project's  site  is 
in  Parcel  D  of  the  Park  Plaza  Urban 
Renewal  Plan,  and  therefore  the  Eminent 
Domain  takings  of  two  sites  that  are  owned 
by  two  other  businesses  are  legal. 

But  some  activists  say  that  Parcel  D, 
which  is  bounded  by  Stuart,  Tremont, 
Boylston  and  Washington  Streets,  has  been 
out  of  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
for  more  than  two  decades. 

The  amended  plan,  which  is  dated  12 
May  1977,  contains  a  clause  stating  that 
"Unless  the  Authority  (BRA)  shall  have 
selected  a  Developer  for  Parcels  D  and  E 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of 
approval  of  this  plan,  Parcels  D  and  E  shall 
no  longer  be  considered  to  be  part  of  the 
Park  Plaza  Project  Area."  Parcel  E  is 
between  Washington  Street  and  Harrison 
Avenue. 

No  developer  was  picked  to  develop 
Parcels  D  and  E  within  three  years  of  the 
1977  date,  though  the  China  Trade  Center 
was  slated  to  be  built  on  part  of  Parcel  D  in 
1980. 

But,  in  a  modification  dated  12 
November  1981  --  after  the  three  years 
were  up  --  the  BRA  made  what's  called  a 
"minor  plan  change"  to  delete  the  three 
year  expiration  date  for  the  two  parcels. 

Bernard  Borman,  a  30-year  Boston 
activist,  and  others,  pointed  out  in  letters 
sent  to  the  BRA  that  the  two  parcels  were 
out  of  the  urban  renewal  project  area  when 
the  BRA  put  them  back  in,  in  1981. 

"I  don't  think  they've  proved  that  the 
land  is  in  the  Park  Plaza  .Urban  Renewal 
Plan,"  said  Borman,  who  is  the  president  of 
the  Park  Plaza  Civic  Advisory  Committee. 

When'Sanipan  asked  Masterman  about 
the  deletion  of  the  clause,  he  said  it  appears 
there  might  be  some  sort  of  "technical  defi¬ 
ciency."  "If  it  (the  plan  change)  is  retroac¬ 
tive,"  he  said,  "would  it  hold  up  in  court?" 

Said  Borman:  "The  BRA  never  selected  a 
developer  (for  parcels  D  and  E),  so  we 
thought  that's  it.  We  thought  it  was  out  of 
the  Urban  Renewal  area.  Then  the  BRA 
passed  an  amendment  in  1981  to  delete  this 
sentence.  We  say  it  doesn't  matter.  It  was 
already  out  by  1981.  You  can't  bring  it  in  by 
deleting  a  sentence." 

The  BRA's  lawyer,  Kevin  Morrison,  dis¬ 
agrees. 

"I've  heard  this  argument  before,  but  we 
don't  consider  that  that's  the  correct  view 
of  it,"  he  said,  pointing  out  that  the  state 
and  the  City  Council  approved  the  BRA's 
deleting  of  the  three  year  expiration  date. 

"Any  provision  of  that  plan,  which  has  a 
40  year  life,  can  be  changed  within  those  40 
years,"  said  Morrison.  He  added  that  when 
the  BRA  was  attempting  to  take  the  Royal 
Hotel,  which  is  on  Parcel  E,  by  Eminent 
Domain,  no  one  brought  up  the  three  year 
expiration  date  clause. 

"Just  because  nobody  legally  challenged 
it  doesn't  mean  that  it's  right,"  said  Shirley 
Kressel,  the  vice  president  of  the  Alliance 
of  Boston  Neighborhoods. 

"If  you  do  things  this  way  you  can  never 
have  a  sunset  law  (a  law  that  can  expire) 
because  you  can  always  retroactively 
remove  the  sunset  when  it  doesn't  suit 
you."  Kressel  said  part  of  the  problem  is 
that  the  BRA  "has  its  own  hidden,  arcane 
rules  that  nobody  understands  and  that 
nobody  can  penetrate." 

Borman  said  that  the  BRA  never  had  a 
detailed  plan  for  parcels  D  and  E.  The  two 
parcels  were  only  in  the  plan  because  they 
were  the  only  parcels  that  could  have  "rea¬ 
sonably"  been  called  "blighted,"  he  said. 
The  plan,  which  was  first  approved  in  1971, 
covers  about  35  acres  from  Arlington  Street 
to  Harrison  Avenue.  Parcels  A,  B,  and  C  -- 
which  run  from  Arlington  to  Tremont 
Streets  --  were  not  blighted  and  were 
desired  property,  Borman  said. 

Borman  said  that  when  the  plan  was 
being  written  up,  Boston  activists  were 


fighting  to  prevent  a  series  of  high  rises 
that  were  being  proposed  for  the  land 
along  Boylston  Street,  between  Arlington 
and  Tremont  Streets. 

Some  have  questioned  if  Parcel  D  could 
still  be  called  "blighted,"  since  a  new  luxu¬ 
ry  high  rise  apartment  building  was  just 
built  nearby,  and  since  the  28-story  Liberty 
Place  is  slated  to  go  up  diagonal  to  the 
Kensington  site. 

Kensington  has  owned  property  on 
Parcel  D  for  about  20  years. 

"I  like  the  Kensington  developers.  It's  a 
pretty  good  team,"  said  Dean  Johnson,  the 
Park  Plaza  Civic  Advisory  Committee's 
Executive  Secretary.  But,  he  said,  he  does- 


Does  the  Slipper  Fit? 

Would  the  power  to  take  property  by 
Eminent  Domain  be  a  blessing  for 
Chinatown?  It  depends  on  who  you  ask. 
The  neighborhood  has  long  been  fighting 
adult  entertainment  clubs  and  porno  shops 
in  the  area,  which  was  zoned  as  the  Adult 
Entertainment  District  in  1974.  One  of  the 
businesses  that  would  be  forced  out  of  the 
proposed  Kensington  site  is  the  Glass 
Slipper,  a  nude  dancing  bar. 

"One  of  the  beneficial  side  effects  of 
Kensington  Place  is  that  the  Glass  Slipper 
will  be  closed,"  said  Father  O'Regan  who  is 
on  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council. 


could  also  be  forced  to  sell.  ‘The  owner  of 
the  store's  space  could  not  be  reached  bv 
Sampan,  but  earlier  last  month  the  busi¬ 
ness'  owner,  who  is  leasing  the  space,  said 
that  she  was  unhappy  about  the  store 
potentially  being  pushed  out. 

"Obviously  everyone  in  Chinatown 
would  like  to  get  rid  of  the  remaining  adult 
entertainment  businesses  in  Chinatown," 
said  Lydia  Lowe  of  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association.  But,  she  said  she 
doesn't  support  the  city  taking  private 
property  by  Eminent  Domain  to  give  it  to 
another  private  owner. 

Other  Obstacles  For  Kensington 


Excluding,  however,  the  structures  at  19-25  Harrison  Avenue  and  27- 
39  Harrison  Avenue. 

S  As  soon  as  construction  begins  on  A-l,  the  Authority  will  immedi¬ 
ately  advertise  for  the  redevelopment  of  Parcels  D  and  E.  Unless  the 
Authority  shall  have  selected  a  Developer  for  Parcels  D  and  E  within 
3  years  from  the  date  of  approval  of  this  plan,  Parcels  D  and  E  shall 
no  longer  be  considered  to  be  part  of  the  Park  Plaza  Project  Area. 


Above  is  from  Sect.  A,  page  3,  of  the  amended  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan  of  1977 
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2.  Approval  of  the  Final  Application  and  Redevelopment 
Plan. 

To  further  facilitate  the  successful  redevelopment  of  the 
Boylston  Building  and  the  adjacent  property  which  is  in  the  planning  stage, 
it  is  reconmended  that  Section  A,  of  the  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan. 
as  Amended  May,  1977,  be  amended  bv  deleting  the  last  paragraph  nf  said 
Section  so  that  the  development  ofthe  Boylston  Building  win  rnntinno  to  be 
governed  by  the  controls  and  restrictions  of  the  Plan. 


Above  is  the  12  November  1981  Minor  Plan  Change 


n't  agree  with  the  BRA's  deleting  of  the 
expiration  date  clause  in  1981,  instead  of 
within  the  three  year  time  frame.  "On  the 
surface,  it  doesn't  seem  like  that  could've 
worked  legally,"  said  Johnson,  who  has 
been  involved  in  the  Park  Plaza  CAC  since 
1973. 

The  plan  change  isn't  the  only  thing  that 
has  left  Borman  and  Johnson  frustrated. 
The  two  point  out  that  their  committee  has 
a  contract  with  the  BRA  requiring  the  BRA 
to  notify  them  of  plan  modifications.  They 
weren't  notified,  they  said,  of  a  plan  modi¬ 
fication,  titled  Doc.  No.  6260,  which  was 
adopted  Nov.  14,  2001,  and  mentions 
Kensington  Investment,  Co.  by  name. 

Morrison  acknowledged  that  the  Park 
Plaza  CAC  wasn't  notified,  but  said  that 
the  modification  would  eventually  be 
"superseded"  by  a  modification  that  will 
need  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Council 
and  the  state. 

Borman  and  Johnson  also  note  that  the 
Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan  states  that 
the  chosen  developer  for  the  parcels  must 
contribute  1%  of  construction  cost  to  beau¬ 
tify  the  Boston  Common  and  Public 
Garden  and  for  works  of  art. 

"I  like  this  clause,  but  it  only  applies  if 
there's  an  (Eminent  Domain)  taking,"  said 
Borman. 

So  far  none  of  the  Kensington  proposals 
mentions  what  will  be  contributed  to  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  for  art  works. 

They  do,  however,  say  that  Kensington 
Investment  Co.  will  fund  improvements  to 
Liberty  Tree  Park,  and  fund  keeping  the 
park  maintained. 

The  developer  said  that  these  improve¬ 
ments  would  be  in  "excess  of  1%"  of  the 
construction  costs. 

But  the  Liberty  Tree  Park,  is  "a  long  way 
from  the  Commons  or  Public  Garden,"  and 
very  close  to  the  Kensington  site  and  to  the 
BRA-owned  China  Trade  Center,  said 
Borman. 

The  BRA  acknowledges  that  the  1% 
contribution  has  not  yet  been  identified. 


"I  think  it's  good  for  the  area.  It  was 
voted  on  and  approved  by  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council...,"  O'Regan  said. 

O'Regan  added  that  he  thinks  the  pro¬ 
posed  28-story  Liberty  Place  and 
Kensington  Place  "obviously  clean  up  a  lot 
of  what  we  would  like  to  see  out  of  the  area 
and  they  provide  housing  and  would  be  an 
improvement  to  the  whole  area." 

Bill  Moy,  the  neighborhood  council's 
co-moderator,  agrees.  He  also  wants  to  see 
the  strip  club  gone,  and  he  thinks  such 
places  "attract  the  negatives." 

The  two  towers,  which  would  be  diago¬ 
nal  to  each  other,  would  both  be  in  the 
Adult  Entertainment  District.  A  decade  or 
so  ago  the  area  was  overrun  with  porno 
shops  and  strip  clubs.  It  appears  that  the 
city  has  been  attempting  to  push  out  sex 
industry  while  keeping  the  zone  by 
increasing  development  in  the  area.  Many 
Chinatown  groups  and  activists  have  said 
that  this  attempt  to  push  out  tire  adult 
entertainment  industry  has  left  Chinatown 
trapped  between  choosing  unwanted  high 
rises  or  porno  shops  and  strip  clubs. 

Sampan  spoke  to  a  co-owner  of  the 
Glass  Slipper,  Nick  Romano.  Romano  said 
that  he  plans  to  fight  an  Eminent  Domain 
taking. 

"I've  been  here  17  years  and  we  run  a 
nice  clean  business.  We're  off  to  the  side; 
we're  out  of  the  way,"  he  said. 

Romano  also  pointed  out  that  a  new 
strip  club.  Centerfolds,  just  opened  up 
about  a  year  ago  on  the  opposite  side  of  La 
Grange  Street.  Centerfolds  would  be 
untouched  by  the  Kensington  project. 

Romano  said  he  can  see  how  the  people 
in  Chinatown  are  in  "a  catch  22."  He  said 
he  knows  that  people  don't  want  strip 
clubs  in  Chinatown,  but  he  thinks  the  resi¬ 
dents  will  be  pushed  out  by  the  many  high- 
class  apartment  units  going  up  in  the  area. 

The  Glass  Slipper  wouldn't  be  the  only 
business  on  Parcel  D  that  could  have  a 
forced  sale  through  Eminent  Domain.  Toan 
Gift  Shop,  a  Vietnamese  costume  shop 


Located  in  the  Midtown  Cultural 
District,  and  just  outside  the  Chinatown 
border,  the  Kensington  site  is  officially 
zoned  for  155  feet.  To  have  relief  from  this 
height  cap,  the  developer  is  proposing  to 
the  BRA  and  the  Zoning  Commission  to  get 
designation  to  build  on  a  Planned 
Development  Area,  or  PDA.  PDAs  allow 
developers  to  rework  zoning  to  suit  their 
projects. 

Some  who  are  opposing  the  project  say 
that  Kensington  can't  legally  get  PDA  des¬ 
ignation  because  getting  a  PDA  requires 
having  one  acre,  and  the  critics  say 
Kensington  doesn't  really  have  an  acre. 

To  get  an  acre,  Kensington  is  proposing 
to  count  the  land  area  of  surrounding  pub¬ 
lic  ways  --  Washington  Street,  Boylston 
Square  alley  and  La  Grange  Street  --  as  part 
of  the  project  site. 

The  developer's  lawyer  and  the  BRA 
have  said  that  using  the  streets  is  not 
against  the  rules,  and  is  nothing  more  than 
a  sort  of  "technicality."  To  justify  the  PDA, 
they  list  what  they  perceive  as  the  public 
benefits  of  the  project:  a  developed  and 
revitalized  lot,  improved  sidewalks,  safer 
streets,  and  336  housing  units,  15%  of 
which  would  be  so  called  "affordable." 

Those  against  the  PDA  use,  however, 
say  they  fear  it  would  set  a  precedent, 
allowing  anyone  who  knows  the  right  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  able  to  get  a  PDA. 

Another  potential  road  block  for 
Kensington  is  the  Gaiety  Theater.  The 
Landmarks  Commission  at  voted  on  Nov. 
26  to  reassess  the  historic  1908  theater  to 
see  if  it's  worth  landmark  status. 

Right  now  the  long  vacant  theater, 
which  sits  on  tine  comer  of  La  Grange  and 
Washington  Streets,  is  rated  as  a  IV.  A  II  or 
III  rating  by  the  commission  would  likely 
be  just  enough  to  save  the  historic  theater 
from  being  demolished. 

Activists  in  Chinatown  and  in  other 
parts  of  Boston  might  also  slow  down  the 
proposed  project's  schedule.  Many  say  the 
building  is  too  high  for  the  area,  that  the 
market  rate  units,  which  would  start  at 
$2,500  a  month,  would  gentrify  the  area 
and  that  the  construction  could  cripple  area 
businesses  and  be  unhealthy  for  residents. 

Kensington,  however,  points  out  that 
the  project  will  not  be  displacing  residents, 
only  businesses,  and  that  it  will  be  adding 
housing  to  the  area.  Ralph  Cole, 
Kensington's  president,  has  also  said  that 
he  plans  to  have  the  7,000  square  feet  of 
retail  space  in  the  building  rented  at  the 
going  rate  in  Chinatown,  making  it  afford¬ 
able  to  area  businesses.  This  would  be 
promised  in  a  binding  agreement  with  the 
BRA.  Kensington  also  said  at  a  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council  meeting  that  it  will 
consider  five  to  10  subsidized  units  on  site. 

But  what  really  seems  to  be  getting 
activists  upset  is  not  Kensington  Place 
itself,  but  the  BRA's  way  of  working  with 
developers  and  communities. 

Though  he's  upset  with  the  BRA, 
Borman  said  that  besides  the  height,  he 
thinks  that  Kensington  Place  is  one  of  the 
better  proposals  he  has  seen  for  the  area. 

Kressel  has  repeatedly  said  she  wants 
the  project  to  fit  within  the  established  zon¬ 
ing  requirements  and  to  meet  the  law.  So 
far,  many  don't  see  the  BRA  as  facilitating 
either  of  these.  "We  need  a  government  that 
is  really  working  on  the  behalf  of  its  citi¬ 
zens,  a  government  that  we  can  trust," 
Kressel  said. 
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The  Rituals  of  Injustice 


By  Fred  Chin 


My  personal  experiences 
throughout  life  have 
socialized  me  to  cultural 
views  on  fairness.  Being 
the  first-born  son  to  a 
chain  of  eldest  fathers  in  a  multiple-wives 
family  is  the  most  influential  of  all  my 
experiences.  This  generational  birth  order 
with  Chinese  values  for  name  and  posi¬ 
tion  plays  more  than  a  major  role  in  natu¬ 
rally  sensitizing  me  to  what  is  fair,  and 
not  fair,  for  women  and  for  men.  Fair  or 
not,  first-born  sons  are  loaded  with 
responsibility  and  prospect  from  the 
moment  of  birth.  As  if  one  wins  the  lot¬ 
tery,  to  be  born  first,  and  male,  is  consid¬ 
ered  a  fair  game  in  life.  Given  such  val¬ 
ues,  role  expectation  from  birth  position 
often  makes  a  person  live  life  with  a  dif¬ 
ferent  social  perspective. 

Nowadays  this  value  of  primogeniture 
is  culturally  and  legally  diminished  if  not 
totally  dismissed.  This  cultural  value 
change  has  been  going  on  for  more  than  a 
hundred  years.  Peoples  are  more  under¬ 
standing  of  the  emotional  damages  done 
to  younger  children.  Recognition  is  given 
also  to  the  social  harm  inflicted  on  female 
children.  But  in  every  other  family  the  rit¬ 
ual  of  high  social  expectation  of  the  first 
bom  male  continues  the  same  as  before, 
both  quietly  and  openly,  not  only  among 
the  Chinese  but  also  among  the 
Americans. 

My  work  experiences  for  almost  twen¬ 
ty  years  as  a  legal  interpreter  in  the  court¬ 
houses,  hospitals,  and  jails  of 
Massachusetts,  the  northeast  corridor,  and 
across  the  country  have  exposed  me  to  the 
daily  workings  of  justice  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Using  my  brain,  my  tongue,  and  my 
mouth  as  live  tools  of  the  profession,  not 
only  am  I  the  communicator  of  justice  in 
the  halls  of  law,  I  am  also  a  symbol  of 
care,  decency,  and  reason  in  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem  of  a  democracy.  I  am  the  mouthpiece 
for  the  peoples  with  power  and  authority. 
These  peoples,  such  as  judges,  magis¬ 
trates,  district  attorneys,  court  officers, 
and  lawyers  are  of  all  ages,  races,  and  cul¬ 
tural  backgrounds,  including  young 
Asians,  as  expected  from  a  modem 
America  respectful  of  diversity.  I  am  also 
the  mouthpiece  for  the  regular  peoples  — 
all  Chinese  and  Myanmar  speaking.  They 
can  be  plaintiff,  defendant,  or  mentally 
incapacitated,  depending  on  each  legal  sit¬ 
uation.  Their  cases  are  a  range  of  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law:  speeding,  shoplifting, 
wife-beating,  murder,  theft,  truancy,  evic¬ 
tion,  infidelity,  pimping  and  prostituting, 
espionage,  extortion,  illegal  immigration, 
gambling,  and  many  other  violent,  civil, 
or  criminal  charges. 

A  decade  of  large  increases  in  Asian 
legal  cases  in  the  courts  —  civil,  criminal, 
divorce,  family,  housing,  immigration, 
industrial,  and  juvenile  --  has  brought 
many  challenges  to  the  U.S.’ legal  system. 
These  Asian  challenges  are  testing  the 
value  of  fairness  in  the  American  justice 
system.  They  also  test  community  repre¬ 
sentation  by  elected  legislators  guarding 
and  managing  the  legal  tradition.  One 
challenge,  of  my  vital  concern,  is  the  cost 
of  recruiting,  training,  and  paying  inter¬ 
preters  for  Asians  who  cannot  participate 
in  the  legal  process  conducted  in  English. 
Given  the  American  cultural  views  (ask 
any  elected  legislator)  of  Asians  as  law 
abiding  and  socially  compliant  by  nature, 
these  assumptions  have  justified  the  long¬ 
standing  ritual  of  reducing  Asian  court 
interpreter  services  at  periods  of  public 
financial  downturns.  (The  latest  was  the 
legislative  budget  struggle  in  the  press 
earlier  this  spring.)  Savings  carved  from  a 
population  considered  statistically  low  in 


legal  need,  which  conveniently  becomes 
low  language  priority  need,  help  to  sup¬ 
port  interpreter  services  for  overflowing 
demands  in  Spanish,  or  for  the  religious 
and  politically  muscular  Russian  lan¬ 
guages.  (Denied  as  official  practice,  but 
evidenced  in  the  frequent  absence  of 
interpreters  in  Asian  cases.) 

This  past  year,  reading  and  watching 
the  world  set  on  fire  by  powerful  peoples 
going  after  cultural  and  economic  value 
changes  to  attain  political  and  financial 
equity  has  made  me  extra  sensitive  to  the 
rituals  for  justice. 

Since  January'  2002,  of  the  many  social 
changes  reported  yearlong,  reading  the 
overwhelming  news  about  Catholic 
priests  who  have  sex  with  pre-pubescent 
and  adolescent  boys  has  a  big  impact  on 
my  senses.  They  have  personal  relevance 
because  1  am  Catholic-school  bred  and 
educated.  More  important,  the  reports 
have  cultural,  religious,  political  and 
national  significance  in  the  history  of  East- 
West  relations.  Ever  since  Euro  mission¬ 
aries  of  all  Christian  denominations  set 
foot  in  Asia,  pastors  and  priests  chasing 
young  boys  for  sex  have  been  an  open 
secret  in  every  single  Asian  country. 
Officials  are  well  aware  of  the  problem  in 
the  communities  where  church  and 
natives  interact.  It  has  been  a  well  known 
cultural  and  administrative  ritual  for  sex¬ 
ually  active  clergy  to  seek  out  rotating 
Asian  parish  assignments  because  of  the 
opportunities  available  for  their  pedophile 
indulgence.  They  are  indulged  as  a  shep¬ 
herd  gaining  an  innocent  and  trusting 
flock  presumed  to  be  less  cultured  for  his 
administration  of  fatherly  love  and  care. 
Centuries  of  cover-up,  denial,  avoidance, 
and  secrecy  from  the  church,  the  families 
involved,  and  the  diplomats  have  caused 
untold  harm  to  inter-government  rela¬ 
tions,  damaging  the  growth  of  East-West 
intercultural  developments. 

After  all  these  years,  it  is  refreshing  to 
see  this  topic  of  clergy  sex  abuse  in  the 
open.  From  my  perspective,  it  is  not  only 
the  church  coming  to  terms  with  male 
sexuality,  but  also  the  core  moral  conflicts 
in  Western  culture  moving  towards  recog¬ 
nizing  the  denial  of  sex  abuses  inflicted  on 
Asians  -  both  boys  and  girls.  It  is  an 
important  step  for  Americans  towards  the 
removal  of  cultural  and  moral  hypocrisy. 
This  is  progress  that  can  improve  commu¬ 
nication  for  realistic  understanding  on 
religion,  politics,  gender,  sexuality  and 
ethics  -  both  East  and  West. 

Mysterium  Iniquitatis 

When  I  was  nine  years  old  I  started  to 
live  away  from  home  as  a  boarder  within 
the  strict  confined  quarters  of  Saint  Paul's 
High  School,  a  prestigious  all  boys 
preparatory  school  operated  by  the  Jesuits 
in  Yangon,  Myanmar.  The  only  time  I 
would  leave  school  to  go  home  was  dur¬ 
ing  long  holidays  and  summer  breaks. 
Several  years  of  my  formative  student 
days,  before  I  left  for  the  U.S.,  were  spent 
studying,  playing,  and  living  with  an 
international  community  of  priests  and 
students  from  across  Myanmar.  We  were 
one  family  in  friendship  and  brotherhood. 
It  was  an  invaluable  educational  experi¬ 
ence  that  shaped  my  interpersonal  as  well 
as  my  world  outlooks.  It  was  at  St.  Paul's 
where  I  formally  learned  the  languages  I 
now  speak.  Besides  English  and 
Myanmar,  I  picked  up  Latin.  Knowing 
Latin  has  made  my  current  work  of 
instantaneous  oral  translation  from 
English  to  Myanmar  or  to  Chinese  much 
easier  because  the  Romance  roots  of 
multi-syllabic  English  words  tell  the 
meaning  of  the  full  word. 

When  I  read  the  two  words  Latin 
response  -  "Mysterium  Iniquitatis"  -  from 
the  Vatican  City  to  the  clergy  sex  abuse 
publicity,  I  was  intrigued.  I  was  more 


intrigued  when  the  English  press  translat¬ 
ed  and  publicized  the  phrase  as  "The 
Mystery  of  Evil."  The  correct  translation 
though  is  more  precisely:  "The  Rituals  of 
Injustice." 

After  I  double  checked  with  a  dictio¬ 
nary,  I  am  puzzled  by  to  the  reasons 
behind  the  meaning  of  the  original  Latin 
response,  and  the  different  meanings  of 
the  two  English  translations.  Iniquities  as 
unpredictable  human  rituals  may  be 
appropriate  philosophy.  Evil  sounds 
more  appropriate  in  a  year  when  the 
world  is  lead  to  fight  against  all  things 
evil  to  America.  This  is  frightening,  when 
compared  with  years  of  poor  language 
and  inaccurate  East  West  cultural  transla¬ 
tions  in  the  public  spheres.  It  sounds  as 
evil  as  other  cultural  and  political  propa¬ 
gandas.  Hints  of  politics  in  the  public 
statements  can  make  Asians  from  authorL 
tarian  countries  to  respond  with  a  deaf 
ear.  It  is  as  easy  for  peoples  to  buy  info 
the  inaccurate  stereotypes  created  by 
deliberate  mistranslation  of  an  alien  lan¬ 
guage  very  few  understand.  It  perpetu¬ 
ates  a  cultural  assumption  that  peoples 
get  more  dramatic  about  evil  than  about 
injustice.  These  are  patterns  as  wicked  as 
sex  abuse.  The  people  are  fooled.  For 
Asians,  it  makes  it  easier  to  assume  that 
the  propaganda  and  sex  abuse  are  the 
white  men's  problems.  This  makes  it 
much  easier  to  sit  back  and  perpetuate 
Asian  mockery  of  Western  sex  habits  and 
Christian  hypocrisy. 

Though  I  was  not  sexually  molested  by 
a  priest  while  I  was  at  St.  Paul's,  within 
the  four  walls,  I  lived  in  a  school  culture 
filled  with  widespread  boyish  anxieties 
about  the  reputation  and  the  approach  of 
a  number  of  priests.  The  boarders  had  a 
better  understanding  of  priestly  behaviors 
giving  them  an  advantage  over  day  stu¬ 
dents  who  did  not  share  the  same  dormi¬ 
tory  floor  at  night  with  these  priests.  All 
students  had  to  guard  against  simple 
touches  of  these  priests.  A  fatherly  pat  in 
broad  daylight  by  any  of  these  priests 
would  churn  the  mill  of  juvenile  gossip 
only  adolescent  boys  preoccupied  with 
suppressed  sexual  thoughts  were  capable 
of  doing.  Looking  back,  my  own  Chinese 
family  values  for  name  and  position  were 
the  strengths  that  guarded  me  against  the 
advances  of  the  priests.  The  meanest 
thing  the  boys  could  do  was  pushing  an 
unsuspecting  youngster  to  bait  a  known 
pedophile  priest.  The  youngster  carefully 
picked  was  always  a  boy  who  would 
never  seek  or  enjoy  the  company  of  such  a 
priest.  Though  it  was  done  in  the  spirit  of 
boys  having  fun,  I  now  recognize  this 
mean  boyish  behavior  as  part  and  parcel 
of  male  sexual  seductions  watching  to  see 
who  will  fall  into  temptation. 

Later  when  I  learned  that  this  type  of 


male  sexual  culture  exists  not  just  in 
Catholic  schools  inside  Myanmar,  but  also 
in  Britain,  in  America,  and  many  coun¬ 
tries,  I  came  to  understand  pedophilia  in  a 
different  light.  The  seriousness  of  such 
sexual  behavior  looks  less  as  sex  between 
two  males,  sex  between  adult  and  teenag¬ 
er,  or  sex  between  teacher  and  student. 
The  prevalence  of  such  sex  behavior  in  a 
small  insulated  school  made  them  ordi¬ 
nary.  The  racial  dimension  is  as  wicked, 
if  not  more.  The  boys  in  the  name  of  fun 
were  interested  in  watching  whether  the 
youthful  Asian  or  the  older  Caucasian 
would  fall  to  the  allure  of  temptation, 
tion.  The  perverse  interest  was  not  in  sex, 
but  was  with  watching  who  would  fall. 

In  an  all  male  social  environment,  a  boy 
or  a  man  fallen  from  grace  has  powerful 
political  and  cultural  meanings.  The  per¬ 
son  becomes  not  only  less  masculine,  but 
a  moral  weakling.  As  1  read  the  media 
exposure  to  a  yearlong  crisis  of  the 
Church,  I  am  acutely  aware  of  this  basic 
male  sexual  struggle  for  supremacy  - 
social,  gender,  and  moral. 

A  controversial  year  has  shown  that 
lies  and  denials  as  propaganda  are  not 
solutions  to  solve  complex  racial,  cultural 
and  religious  moralities.  The  year  had  not 
addressed  the  problems  of  Christian 
pedophiles,  laymen  and  priests,  pursuing 
Asian  boys  in  Asia  and  the  U.S.  But  the 
public  awareness  should  be  helpful  to  all 
Asians.  From  my  own  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  I  can't  help  but  assume  that  there 
are  more  cover-ups  and  denials  involving 
white  priests  and  Asian  boys. 

Ten  percent  of  Catholics  today  live  in 
Asia.  In  the  Philippines,  with  the  largest 
Catholic  Asian  population,  it  is  common 
knowledge  since  the  days  of  Spanish  con¬ 
quistadors  that  sex  between  boys  and 
priests  exist.  Old  local  tolerance  for  these 
relationships  --  enforced  by  the  brutality 
of  colonial  rules  that  worked  for  the 
church  —  encouraged  pedophiles  to  flock 
to  Asia  and  get  their  ways  with  abuses. 
The  same  happened  when  the  French  and 
Americans  were  in  Vietnam.  Before  news 
reports  confirmed  the  popularity, 

Thailand  was  known  as  a  favorite  destina¬ 
tion  for  vacationing  priests,  European  and 
American.  It  still  is  today.  The  bound¬ 
aries  between  racial  and  sexual  exploita¬ 
tions  became  blurred.  I  can't  help  but  feel 
outrage  to  read  the  report  of  the  Bishop  of 
the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Hong  Kong, 
Cardinal  Jolin  Baptist  Wu,  who  said  he 
had  received  three  complaints  in  27  years 
against  priests  accused  of  sexually  abus¬ 
ing  minors.  He  could  be  out-of-touch  like 
many  church  leaders,  or  simply  ignoring 
reality,  like  at  my  school  where  young 
students  were  well  aware  of  the 
pedophiles,  while  the  adults  in  the  school 
community  lived  in  pretension. 
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Kurosawa's  "Ikiru"  At  the  MFA  Is  Full  of  Life 


By  Evangeline  Bermas 

"Life  is  so  short,"  sings  the  protagonist 
Kanji  Watanabe  in  Akira  Kurosawa's  1952 
classic  Ikiru. 

In  Ikiru  (To  Live),  Watanabe,  played 
magnificently  by  Takashi  Shimura,  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  Kurosawa  films,  works  as  the 
Chief  Clerk  at  the  city's  Citizen's  Section, 
where  he  is  surrounded  with  mountains 
of  paperwork  everyday.  He  is  "just  keep¬ 
ing  his  chair  [at  work]  warm,"  "drifts 
through  life,"  and  "has  been  dead  for  the 
past  25  years,"  according  to  our  narrator. 

There  are  no  surprises  here.  Very 
early  in  the  film,  Watanabe  discovers  that 
life  indeed  is  so  short.  He  finds  out  that 
he  has  gastric  cancer  (even  though  his 
doctor  refuses  to  admit  it  to  him  and  tells 
him  that  he  only  has  ulcer)  and  that  he 
has  less  than  a  year  to  live. 

And  we  know  this  within  the  first  five 
minutes  of  the  film.  Yet  Kurosawa  man¬ 
ages  to  hold  our  attention  for  two  and  a 
half  hours. 

Watanabe  realizes  that  night,  as  he 
cries  himself  to  sleep,  that  he  is  alone.  In 
an  unforgettable  shot,  we  sense  his  loneli¬ 
ness  as  he  sits  in  the  dark,  waiting  for  his 
cold  and  distant  only  son  Mitsuo  (played 
by  Nobuo  Kaneko)  to  get  home  so  that  hp 
can  break  the  news  to  him.  But  he 
decides  not  to  tell  Mitsuo  about  his  termi¬ 
nal  condition  after  all  because  he  does  not 
seem  to  care. 

And  it  dawns  on  him  that  he  doesn't 
know  what  he's  been  living  for  all  these 
years. 

Almost  immediately,  we  see  a  change 
in  his  life.  Watanabe  loses  an  old  hat  (one 
that  he  has  probably  been  wearing  for  the 
past  25  years)  and  buys  a  new  one  that 
Kurosawa  uses  as  a  symbol  of  our  main 
character's  new  existence. 

Watanabe  meets  a  writer  the  night 
after  he  finds  out  about  Inis  terminal  ill¬ 
ness.  He  is  out  drinking  at  a  bar  --  prob¬ 
ably  for  the  first  or  second  time  in  his  life 
—  and  he  and  the  writer  wander  around 
the  streets  of  the  city  together,  going  from 
bars  to  dance  halls  to  strip  clubs.  But 
when  Watanabe  vomits  on  the  sidewalk, 
the  two  are  taken  back  to  the  reality  of 
Watanabe's  illness  that  is  neither  relieved 
nor  cured  by  these  vices. 

And  then  he  sees  a  new  light  when  he 
spends  a  day  with  Toyo  (Miki  Odagiri),  a 
young  clerk  at  the  Citizen's  Section,  who 
wants  his  stamp  for  her  resignation 
papers,  Watanabe  notices  that  the 
woman's  stockings  are  all  tom.  Since  he 
has  ¥50,000  in  retirement  money,  which  is 
more  money  than  he  can  spend  in  his 
remaining  existence,  he  decides  to  buy 
her  new  stockings.  And  perhaps  for  the 
first  time  in  a  very  long  time,  he  feels 
good  about  something  that  he  has  just 
done. 

Tovo  becomes  a  source  of  inspiration 
to  Watanabe.  She  has  a  relaxed  way  about 
her,  and  even  though  she  sees  nothing 


special  about  her  own  life,  she  does  enjoy 
her  new  job  making  toy  rabbits.  It  makes 
her  feel  as  though  all  the  children  in 
Japan  are  her  friends. 

While  having  lunch  with  Toyo, 
Watanabe  experiences  his  own  rebirth. 

He  decides  that  he,  too,  wants  to  feel  ful¬ 
filled  and  happy  with  his  job  like  Toyo 
does,  and  he  wants  to  make  an  impact  on 
other  people's  lives  before  he  dies.  Here 
Kurosawa  brilliantly  emphasizes 
Watanabe's  rebirth  by  having  schoolgirls, 
who  are  at  the  same  restaurant,  celebrat¬ 
ing  a  friend's  birthday  and  singing 
"Happy  Birthday."  Kurosawa  makes  us 
feel  as  though  it  is  just  as  much  as 
Watanabe's  birthday  as  it  is  the  school¬ 
girl's. 

After  taking  a  sick  leave  for  two 
weeks,  Watanabe  goes  back  to  work  and 
finds  an  application  for  the.  city  to  turn  a 
polluted  site  of  stagnant  water  into  a  park 
where  children  can  come  and  play.  Right 
then,  he  decides  that  he  will  make  it  his 
mission  and  do  whatever  he  can  to  make 
this  a  reality. 

Five  months  later,  he  passes  away 
while  at  the  park,  where  he  sings  the  song 
''Life  Is  So  Short." 

At  Watanabe's  funeral,  his  family  and 
colleagues  gather  to  remember  him. 
Instead  of  giving  him  credit  for  helping 
build  the  park  and  remembering  him  for 
all  the  other  good  deeds  that  he  has  done, 
they  all  speculate  about  why  he  was  act¬ 
ing  so  strangely  fiv  e  months  before' his 
death. 

Critics  proclaim  that  Ikiru  is 
Kurosawa's  masterpiece,  and  what  a  mas¬ 
terpiece  indeed.  With  fantastic  acting  by 
Shimori,  a  great  script  that  Kurosawa  co¬ 
wrote,  and  superb  artistic  shots  dispersed 
throughout  the  movie,  it's  no  wonder  that 
Ikiru  has  become  a  favorite  among  fans 
and  critics  alike. 

Those  who  have  seen  Kurosawa's 
other  films  like  Rashomon  know  that 
Kurosawa  has  a  way  of  telling  a  story. 
Ikiru's  story  is  non-linear,  and  that's  what 
keeps  it  engaging.  First  we  hear  from  the 
narrator.  Then  Watanabe  lets  us  into  his 
world.  And  finally,  the  other  characters 
provide  different  points  of  view. 

Through  this  type  of  storytelling, 
Kurosawa  encourages  us  to  be  more 
involved  in  the  story.  We  are  not  merely 
passive  observers  in  this  journey  with 
Watanabe.  We  also  think  and  feel  at  the 
same  time. 

And  we  see  this  right  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  movie.  The  first  time 
that  we  see  Watanabe,  he  is  at  his  desk 
placing  his  stamp  on  stacks  of  paperwork 
as  if  he  were  a  robot.  The  narrator  tells  us 
right  away  that  Watanabe  is  about  to  die, 
and  of  course,  we  feel  sorry  for  him.  But 
immediately  we  are  intrigued  and  think. 
Why  do  I  know  that  he's  going  to  die 
soon,  but  he  doesn't? 

Soon  enough,  Watanabe  finds  out  that 
he  has  the  fatal  disease.  And  as  the  story 


unfolds,  we  find  out  more  and  more 
about  the  miserable  life  that  he  has  been 
living.  His  son  Mitsuo  won't  even  look  at 
him  when  speaking  to  him  and  does  not 
make  any  effort  at  all  to  help  their 
estranged  relationship.  His  brother 
accuses  him  of  surreptitiously  having  a 
young  mistress  and  spending  all  his 
retirement  money  on  her.  His  co-worker 
calls  him  "The  Mummy"  behind  his  back. 
And  he  has  been  working  for  30  years  at  a 
job  that  he  does  not  even  like. 

Yet  Kurosawa  reminds  us  that  this 
man  is  not  merely  a  one-dimensional 
character;  he  is  more  than  a  poor  soul  and 
deserves  more  than  our  sympathy.  We 
also  root  for  him  because  he  is  finally  try¬ 
ing  to  live  his  life  to  the  fullest,  and  most 
of  all,  because  he  is  an  ordinary  man  try¬ 
ing  to  do  extraordinary  things  to  make  an 
impact  on  other  people's  lives. 

From  Watanabe's  rebirth  to  the  end  of 
the  movie,  Kurosawa  switches  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  kind  of  storytelling.  We  see  the  last 
five  months  of  Watanabe's  life  in  a  series 
of  flashbacks  as  recalled  by  his  family  and 
colleagues. 

Here  Kurosawa  balances  the  almost 
dream-like  (or  perhaps  nightmare-like) 
soul-searching  events  of  the  first  part  of 
the  movie  with  more  of  a  dose  of  reality. 
Now  we  are  among  the  intoxicated  col¬ 
leagues  and  family  members,  who. 


instead  of  feeling  inspired  bv  Watanabe's 
selfless  deeds,  were  confused,  upset,  and 
maybe  even  jealous.  And  it  makes  us 
want  to  shake  these  people  up  and  say, 
"Didn't  you  see  in  him  what  1  saw  in 
him?" 

We  are  reminded  that  there  is  more 
sickness  than  just  the  gastric  cancer  that 
took  away  our  hero's  life;  there  is  the  sick 
cynicism  which  plagues  human  beings 
and  makes  us  doubt  one  kmd-hearted 
man's  good  intention  to  do  great  things. 

Still,  it  does  not  really  matter  what 
anyone  says  at  this  point.  Because  we, 
the  audience,  know  better.  We  know  the 
truth.  And  we  know  that  Watanabe, 
despite  all  the  odds  against  him,  has 
achieved  what  he  wanted  to  do.  He  was 
able  to  see  the  transformation  of  the  filthy 
site  into  a  playground.  He  has  made 
many  people  happy,  including  himself. 

He  finally  lived  the  life  that  he  wanted  to 
have. 

And  even  if  Kanji  Watanabe  didn't 
inspire  his  colleagues,  at  least  he  inspired 
us. 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  will  screen 
"Ikiru"  on  Dec.  27  at  7:30  p.m .;  Dec.  28  at 
3:15  p.m. ;  Dec.  29  at  11  a.m Jan.  4  at  10:30 
a.m.  and  Jan.  5  at  10:30  a.m.  Tickets:  $8-$9. 


C  A  L  E 

MEETINGS 

Chinatown  Safety  Melting  is  first 
Wednesday  of  the  Month,  10:30a.m.  at 
Doubletree  Hotel,  821  Washington  Sr. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting,  is  the  third  Monday  of  fhf 
Month,  6  p.m.  at  125  Harrison  Ave. 

WORKSHOPS 

Till  AACA  WILL  HOLD  TESTING  FOR  IIS  12- 
WF.F.K  Adult  English  as  a  Second  i  an- 
GUAGE  PROGRAM  ON  DEC.  16  AT  9  A.M.  AT  200 
Trfmont  St.,  Boston.  $10  for  test;  $250  for 
the  class.  Call  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  209 

ARTIST  WEN-TI  TSEN  WILL  TALK  AT  THE 

Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
ston  st„  Boston,  Jan.  5,  6:30  p.m.  (617)  266- 
5152  or  go  to  www.icaboston.org. 

EXHIBITS 

The  Massachusetts  Audubon's  Boston 


N  D  A  R 

Nature  Center  has  a  new  exitibit  called 
"light,"  which  is  on  view  now  through 
March  2003.  Tin  site  is  at  500  Walk  iiili 
St.,  Boston  For  more  information  call 
(617)  983-8500 

Chen  Zhen's  works  are  on  exhibit  ai  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
ston  S'r.,  Bos  ton,  until  Dec.  31.  $5-$7;  free 
ON  THURSDAYS  5-9  P.M.  CALL  FOR  DAYS  AND 
TIMES  AT  (61 7)  266-5152  OR  GO  TO  WWW.ICA- 
BOSTON.ORG, 

FILMS 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Boston  ai  465 
Hunt  ington  Ave.  will  screen  the  Japanese 
masterpiece  "Ikiru"  on  Dec.  27  af  7:30  p.m.; 
Dec.  28  at  3:15  p.m.;  Dec.  29  at  11  a.m.,  Jan. 
4  AT  10:30  A.M.  AND  Jan.  5  AT  10:30  A.M. 
Tickets:  $8-$9. 

TO  HAVE  YOUR  EVENT  LISTED,  EMAIL 
ENGL1SHEDITOR  @AACA-BOSTON.  ORG 


Mark  Your  Calendar! 

Hua  Hua  Zhang  will  perform  "Butterfly  Dreams"  Jan.  3  and  4  at  8  p.m. 
at  the  Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  41  Second  St.  The  event 

IS  SPONSORED  BY  THE  PUPPET  SHOW  PLACE  THEATRE  IN  BROOKLINE. 

Call(617)  731-6400 
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of  Asian  American  News,  On  and  Off  line 


Keeping  Informed 

By  Lisa  Fetsis 

Question:  I  was  wondering  where  1  could  find  informa¬ 
tion  on  events  involving  Asians  and  Asian-Americans  in 
Boston  and  beyond.  Are  there  publications  or  website  1 
could  access  to  get  more  involved  in  the  Asian-American 
community  and  find  out  the  Asian-American  perspective 
on  various  issues? 

Answer:  There  are  many  Asian-American  magazine 
publications  available  in  print  and  on  the  Internet.  Most 
are  very  informative  and  can  give  you  a  great  deal  of 
information  regarding  major  events  faced  by  the  Asian 
American  community  not  only  in  New  England,  but 
across  the  country. 

A  Boston  based  online  magazine,  called  the  Asian 
American  Revolutionary  Movement  Ezine,  which,  according 
to  their  website,  www.aamovement.net,  intends  to  serve 
as  "an  alternative  medium  for  political,  cultural,  and 
social  exchange  on  Asian  American  issues... and  a  vehi¬ 
cle  to  network  Asian  American  activists  in  different 
places,  across  generations,  and  with  differing  view¬ 
points."  The  magazine  addresses  and  examines  a  num¬ 
ber  of  past  and  current  issues  facing  Asian-Americans  in 
the  United  States,  including  a  comprehensive  list  of  hate 
crimes  against  those  of  Asian  descent,  a  special  section 
focusing  on  America's  war  with  terrorism,  interesting 
editorials  about  the  significance  of  the  recent  midterm 
elections,  and  more  local  news,  including  a  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  chronicling  Chinatown's  suit  against  City  Hall  over 
Liberty  Place,  a  28  story  building  that  was  granted  zon¬ 
ing  exemption  in  the  area,  and  much  more. 

And  there  are  many  other  publications. 
Jademagazine.com  is  an  online  magazine  targeted  specif¬ 
ically  towards  Asian  women.  (It  can  also  be  purchased  at 
Tower  Records.)  The  magazine  seeks  to  provide  a  wide 
range  of  topics  for  independent,  working  women, 
including  interviews  with  prominent  Asian  Americans 
in  the  media,  including  Zain  Verjee,  anchor  of  the  CNN 


program  entitled  "Your  World  Today,"  Lisa  Ling,  who 
has  recently  left  the  popular  morning  talk  show,  "The 
View"  to  work  as  an  international  reporter  for  National 
Geographic  Television,  and  up  and  coming  actress  Di 
Quon,  last  seen  in  the  movie  Maui  in  Manhattan,  released 
last  Friday.  The  magazine  lists  various  events  and  vol¬ 
unteer  opportunities  taking  place  in  major  cities 
throughout  the  United  States,  such  as  helping  immi¬ 
grants  to  fill  out  their  AR-11  forms,  and  bringing  to  their 
readers'  attention  the  U.N.  exhibit  on  women  in  devel¬ 
oping  countries,  thereby  encouraging  them  to  get 
involved  in  their  communities.  Weightier  articles  that 
discuss  the  ramifications  of  social  discrimination  against 
minorities  are  interspersed  with  lighter  fare  such  as 
health,  fashion,  beauty,  and  fun  articles  such  as  one  enti¬ 
tled,  "And  the  Sexiest  Asian  American  Man  is..." 

Yellowworld.org  is  another  fascinating  website  dedi¬ 
cated  to  dispelling  stereotypes  about  those  of  Asian 
descent  by  providing  an  Asian  and  Asian-American  per¬ 
spective  on  various  subjects  including  politics,  academia, 
business,  entertainment,  sports,  and  more.  There  are 
informative  articles  addressing  high-profile  incidents 
involving  Asian-Americans,  including,  most  recently,  the 
trial  of  Anna  Guo,  a  14  year  old  shot  by  a  rookie  police 
officer  in  Los  Angeles  when  attempting  suicide.  The  site 
also  includes  links  to  other  website  directed  towards  an 
Asian  audience,  such  as  modelminority.com,  a  rich 
source  of  articles,  commentaries,  poetry  and  other 
sources  of  creative  writing,  online  surveys  about  the  sta¬ 
tus  of  Asian  Americans  in  the  U.S.,  and  welcomes  opin¬ 
ions  of  members  and  guests  alike. 

Major  universities  in  the  New  England  area  and 
beyond  also  publish  magazines  online  directed  towards 
a  younger  Asian-American  audience.  Wellesley  College 
produces  an  excellent  magazine  called  Gener Asians,  man¬ 
aged  and  published  by  students,  which  blends  news 
affecting  Asian-Americans  on  Wellesley's  campus  with 
issues  of  interest  to  the  broader  community,  including 
interviews  with  Asian  and  Asian-American  writers  and 
poets,  written  opinions  regarding  the  portrayal  of  males 


and  females  of  Asian 
descent  in  the  media, 
national  and  interna¬ 
tional  news  in  Asian 
countries  and  their  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  U.S.,  and 
poetry  and  short  stories 
written  by  students 
seeking  a  creative  out¬ 
let.  One  can  peruse  the 
witty',  sharp,  and  intelli¬ 
gently  written  articles  in 
the  current  issue,  or 
browse  the  archives  for 
past  issues  when  it  is  up 
and  running.  Or  you 
can  click  on  the  "Links" 
section  for  a  compre¬ 
hensive  list  of  other  publications  by  various  universities, 
such  as  Columbia  University's  Asian  Journal,  the 
University  of  Michigan's  Sliei  Magazine,  or  U.C. 

Berkeley's  Hardboiled. 

Other  Asian  organizations  and  publications  to  look 
into  are:  the  Chinese  Progressive  Association  in  the 
Greater  Boston  area;  the  Chinese  American  Citizens 
Alliance,  a  national  civil  rights  organization  working  out 
of  San  Francisco;  Asianweek,  a  California  based  maga¬ 
zine  who  claims  to  be  "the  voice  of  Asian  America";  Asia 
Times,  a  news  site  dedicated  to  bringing  news  from  vari¬ 
ous  Asian  countries  to  readers  from  an  uniquely  Asian 
viewpoint;  AsiaWired  and  AsianA venue  (also  includes  a 
helpful  job  search  link),  both  online  magazines  directed 
at  Asian  and  Asian-American  readers.  There  are  many, 
many  others  available,  and  nearly  every  one  of  the  previ 
ously  mentioned  Website  includes  a  special  section  to 
allow  readers  to  access  other  sites.  Good  luck! 

Send  your  question  to  Sampan  so  that  we  don't  have 
to  make  them  up!  Write  to  200  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA, 
02116.  Email:  englisheditor@aaca-boston.org 


Image  from 

AAEmovement.net  Web  site 


HEALTH 


Hepatitis  B  High  Among  Asian  Populations 


By  Pei-Ning  Lo 

It  is  not  an  Asian  disease.  But  its  incidence  extraordi¬ 
narily  stands  out  in  Asian  countries.  It  does  not  have  con¬ 
spicuous  symptoms.  Yet  it  is  100  times  more  infectious 
than  AIDS. 

It  is  hepatitis  B. 

According  to  Center  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention,  the  hepatitis  B  virus  carrier  rate  among 
United  States  Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders  is  5% to  15%,  as 
compared  with  0.2%  in  the  rest  of  the  population.  That 
means  Asian  Americans  are  at  50  times  greater  risk  of 
infection  than  the  rest  population. 

The  hepatitis  B  data  compiled  by  the  World  Health 
Organization  shows  the  high-prevalence  areas  include 
China  and  sub-Sahara  Africa.  In  those  areas,  about  70  to 
90%  of  the  population  become  HBV-infected  before  the 
age  of  40.  In  fact,  worldwide,  about  75%  of  all  hepatitis  B 
cases  are  people  of  Asian  origins.  Compared  to 
Southwest  Asia,  where  10%  of  the  population  are  HBV 
carriers.  North  America  and  Western  Europe  have  about 
only  1%  of  the  population  that  are  HBV  carriers. 

The  infection  is  acquired  during  childhood  in  high- 


prevalence  areas,  or  developing  countries.  The  attribu¬ 
tions  commonly  accepted  are  the  poor  sanitary  and 
hygienic  conditions  and  malnutrition. 

In  a  screening  conducted  by  New  York  Medical 
Center  from  1993  to  1997,  evidence  was  found  to  show 
that  immigrant  children  are  more  likely  than  U.S.-born 
children  to  have  exposure  to  HBV. 

The  screening  found  11.7%  of  immigrant  children 
were  HBV  carriers.  The  rate  was  10  times  higher  than  the 
children  who  were  born  in  the  United  States  and  were 
HBV  carriers.  Among  immigrant  children,  the  HBV  expo¬ 
sure  was  not  limited  to  those  who  had  arrived  in  the 
United  States  recently.  The  screening  said  11.7  %  of 
immigrants  who  had  lived  in  the  United  States  for  more 
than  one  year  were  carriers. 

The  numbers  of  the  screening  indicate  Asian 
Americans  are  more  vulnerable  to  the  HBV.  Given  the 
fact  that  hepatitis  B  is  not  an  Asian  disease,  a  question 
emerges  that  what  makes  the  disease  more  common 
among  Asian  Americans  than  other  ethnicities. 

"Since  Asian  community  starts  with  such  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  infected  people,  there  are  more  people  who  can 
pass  the  hepatitis  B  virus  on  to  others,"  says  Alan  Tso,  an 


Internal  Medicine  and  Pediatrics  Specialist  at  the 
Chinatown  Health  Clinic.  "This  increases  the  risk  you  can 
get  infected." 

Tso  adds  that  because  virus  travels  with  people,  the 
hepatitis  B  incidence  is  increasing  where  it  was  previous¬ 
ly  less  common.  With  more  Chinese  moving  to  the 
United  States,  there  are  more  numbers  of  HBV  carriers  in 
the  country.  This  therefore  will  put  more  people  in  the 
area  at  risk  to  infection. 

Hepatitis  B  virus  can  be  transmitted  from  mothers  to 
newborns  during  delivery,  which  increases  the  number 
of  Asian  children  that  are  born  as  HBV  carriers.  Hepatitis 
B  can  also  be  spread  through  unprotected  sexual  contact 
with  infected  people  and  unsterilized  needles. 

Tso  says  the  best  way  to  break  the  infection  cycle  in 
Asian  communities  is  to  get  blood  tested.  "Knowing  first 
whether  you  or  family  members  are  infected  is  the  first 
step  to  deal  with  the  HBV,"  he  said. 


This  article  is  funded  through  a  grant  by  Asian  Health 
Initiative  Project  of  New  England  Medical  Center 


HELP  WANTED 


Carpenter 


Under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Carpentry  Supervisor  and/or  foreman, 
the  carpenter  will  perform  all  phases  of  carpentry  work,  using  power  and 
hand  tools.  Perform  a  variety  of  interior  and  exterior  carpentry  work  consisting 
of  layout,  construction,  alteration  and  repair  of  floors,  roofs,  walls,  stairways, 
windows,  and  other  structures.  Operate  power  and  hand  tools,  clean  and 
repair  hand  tools.  Make  minor  repairs  to  office  furniture  such  as  desks,  cabinets, 
bookcases,  etc  Position  requires  working  in  a  non-carpentry  capacity  when 
necessary,  as  well  as,  but  not  limited  to.  responding  to  overtime  and  emergency 
call-ins  as  required  or  directed  to  insure  proper  plant  operations.  Must  have  at 
least  three  to  five  years  of  experience  working  as  a  journeyman -level  carpenter. 
Must  have  a  valid  Massachusetts  driver's  license.  Ibis  is  a  40  hour  a  week 
position.  Ibe  hours  ol  work  are  Tuesday -Saturday.  7:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p  m. 

Please  send/fax/email  your  resume  to:  Human  Resources  Management, 
Northeastern  University  250  (P,  710  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston  MA  02120. 
l  ax:  617-37  3-5090;  Email:  nujobsca  neu.edu;  Tel:  617-373-2230;  TTY:  617- 
373-5293.  Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmalive 
Action,  Title  IX  Employer. 


Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 


Public  Health  Nurses 

Provide  nursing  services  and  carry  out 
communicable  disease  surveillance,  prevention, 
and  control  measures;  investigate  reports  of 
communicable  diseases,  bioterrorism  & 
outbreaks;  case  mgmt;  conduct  field  investiga¬ 
tions  including  home  visits.  REQ:  Mass.  R.N.;  BSN 
or  BS;  MPH  a  plus;  Prior  experience  working  with 
infectious  diseases  preferred;  excellent  org ./ 
communication  skills;  current  MA  driver's  li¬ 
cense.  Bilingual  (Spanish  or  Asian)  pref.  Hours: 
M  -  F,  11  a.m.  -  7:30  p.m.  or  other  shift  TBD. 
Liying  in  the  city  of  Boston  or  willingness 

to  move  within  6  months  is 

required.  Apply  to:  Boston 
Public  Health  Commission 
HR,  6th  fl„  1010  Mass  Ave., 

Boston,  MA  02118.  Fax  617- 
534-2418.  www.bphc.org  G/L/ 

B/T  EOE 


[  ‘  SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE 
\  SAMPAN  ' 

I  Let  us  bring  Chinatown  and  local  Asian 
!  American  news  to  you! 

I  Check  ONE:_One  year/First  Class  (22  issues) 

1  $60/  or  _regular  mail  $30 

!  Name: _ 

I - 

l  Address: _ 


I  Telephone: _ 

.  i  (Send  this  ad  to  us:Sampan,  200  Tremont  St.,  i 
I  Boston,  MA  02120)  I 
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Florence  &  Chafetz  Home  for  Specialized  Care 
Cohen  Florence  Levine  Estates 
At  Admiral’s  Hill 

Subsidized  Assisted  Living 

In  Chelsea,  MA 


£v 


For  more  information,  call  617-887-0826 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
Managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick  ... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street,  Fall 

River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Sheet, 

Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(978) 927-2055 
Tozer  Rd.,  Beverly 
BROCKTON  COMMONS 
(508)  584-2373 
55  City  Hall  Plaza 
Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS* 

(617)472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 

ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 

(781)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 

(617)  328-6727 

725-735  Adams  Street, 

Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(781)  545-2233 

65  North  River  road,  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

APARTMENTS 

(781)749-8677 

86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

(617)  328-6727 

1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

RIVERV1EW  COMMONS 

(978)  685-0552 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 

(781)  233-8477 

63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY  COMMONS 

(508)  845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508) 852-0060 

161  W  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 
46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 
WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST 

(781)  335-4773 
74  Donald  Street,  #21 
Weymouth 


CORCORAn 

MANAGEMENT 

COMPANY 


ft 


& 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 

SiS  •  f°i fiifcji 

fifSM  •  fSrluil 

Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington 


>  fits  : 

*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  0-1,  L-1,R-1).  4=  -|£-'j]£.(H-lB,0-l,  L-1,R-I) 


*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Labor  Certification  Applications 

*  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

*  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

*  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

*  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

*  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 


*SLJkftK 

*  ft  &A-H- 


171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 


(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington-Law@Juno.Com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONlMMIGRATION.COM 
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The  Sharewood  Project,  a  health  care  organization  open  to  everyone,  has  moved  to  Malden. 


Our  services  include: 

•  Urgent  care  medicine-  diagnosis, 
treatment,  and  referrals 

•  Dental  screenings  and 
referrals  to  Tufts  Dental  Clinic 

•  Anonymous  HIV  testing  and  counseling 

•  Nutrition  consult 

•  Hepatitis  B  vaccination,  testing,  and 
counseling 

•  Annual  flu  shots  by  the  Boston 
Coalition  for  Adult  Immunization 

Mandarin  Chinese  and  Cantonese  translators 

Location:  Centre  United  Methodist  Church 
±tk±lE:  7  Washington  St. ,  2nd  floor 

Malden,  MA  02148 

Operating  Hours:  Tuesdays,  6:30  -  9:00 

DAftll/fluJ :  6:30-9:00 
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mmmmmtMmmA 


^  Stre^ 


Route  60 


Directions:  Take  the  Orange  Line  T  to  Malden  Center.  Head  east  on  Exchange 
St.  Turn  left  on  Washington  St.  and  walk  one  block.  The  Church  is  at  the  NE 
corner  of  Washington  and  Pleasant  St. 

*Hlt!A$(ORANGE  LINEjfiJMALDEN  CENTER  fSj^^fiJEXCHANGE  SJREET  -  |aj£$f£lJ 
WASHINGTON  STREET  •  ^fiJPLEASANT  STREET  >  U^WASHINGTON  STREET#] 
PLEASANT  STREET  • 

For  more  information,  please  call  (SIfi'815):  (617)  636-7564 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 

(SaitSMiJ'BMRS  •  (ttM&IItt) 

Aia-^  $ 

a  -MiZ  •  ^  f.jf  '  SI  '& 

sg^aA4±E£+^H*  • 

-800-344-7526 
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(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 


495  Commonwealth  Ave 
(KENMORF  IfttfUa) 

J.S.  Waterman  &  Sops 


Wel!esley-Sudt>ury-Fall  River-  576  Hancock  St. 
Lynn-Fairhaven-Darr-outh-  (MOBILO)5ffi&5f^® ) 
New  Bedford-Framirgham- 

Peabody  Norwood-Marblehead  Deware  Funeral  Home 
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PROPOSALS  TO 

THE  QUINCY  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
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THE  QUINCY  HOUSING  AUTHORITY  is 

requesting  proposals  from  qualified  vendors  to 
inspect  approx.  1 100  apartments.  Please  call  Terry 
Champion  at  (617)  847-4353  for  a  full  copy  of  the 
RFP.  Proposals  are  due  at  the  Quincy  Housing 
Authority,  80  Clay  St.,  Quincy,  MA  02170  by 
2:00  p.m.,  January  10,  2003.  Attention:  Kathleen 
Healy.  The  Awarding  Authority  (QHA  Board  of 
Commissioners)  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or 
all  proposals. 

AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION/EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER  EGRALDAD  DE  OPERTUNIDAD  DE 
VIVIENDA  DOES  NOT  DISCRIMINATE  AGAINST 
PERSONS  WITH  DISABILITIES 
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Boston  Water  and 
Sewer  Commission 


The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  will  have  a 
representative  from  the  Community  Services  Department 
at  the  following  neighborhood  location: 


Chinatown 

CCBA 

90  Tyler  Street 

Thursday  10:00  AM  - 12:00  PM 
January  9, 2003 


Our  representative  will  be  available  to: 

•  Accept  payments 

(check  or  money  order  only  -  no  cash  please). 

•  Process  elder  or  disabled  person  discount  forms. 

•  Resolve  billing  or  service  complaints. 

•  Schedule  the  installation  of  outside  reading  devices, 
meter  tests  and  special  meter  readings. 

•  Arrange  payment  plans  for  delinquent  accounts. 

Should  you  require  further  information,  please  call 
Thomas  Bagley,  Manager  of  Community. Services, 
at  (617)  989-7C00. 

980  Harrison  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02119  (617)989-7000  www.bwsc.org 
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Verizon  SIS^5)JgJ|^me  »  SIM  Verizon  LifeLine 
Telephone  Assistance  &  Link-Up  America  • 

•  Verizon  LifeLine  #f*M 

15.507c 

•  Link-Up  America  tfill 

.  mmts&mtim  $6.75  • 

Transitional  Assistance  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  (TAFDC) 

Emergency  Aid  to  the  Elderly,  Disabled  and  Children 
Supplemental  Security  Income  ;£>[§}$}  SDiiz 
MassHealth(Medicaid)  ||#il§!§-^ 

Food  Stamp  Benefits 
Fuel  Assistance 

~  •  tm^rn 

•  wmmxfom®  • 

•  m a^±^AB#^ST^F£Bf  .  fl-piT*«§|fiJVerizon#PHRaiP^SI  • 

1  800  870-9999 


Make  progress  every  day 
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Visit  www.cxccconfccntcr.coni  for  a  V'irtual  Reality  Tour. 


if-fcSr#)  >  2000-2002 

•  a :  rmmum  -  -  sttm-t:  •  * 

uiiftllA'!  - 

•  ’  U£«S*l*JiiKBB  ’  HR8B 
li.f&ih  ’  vffijffilViuJM  » 

•  :  YYdNfi— jytf6(  l)  ’  ’ 

!?  ±  ba  ( 2  )^itai  •  tcimriMix#  ° 

( 1 )  A  A  W.B  A  SrtifN  fR  *f£ 

6'mr.mnm  ■ 

( 2 )  r  %  ,  flaswft’  ;jg  ±  jgijJt  a  ■  as  a w  aw* 


Fieldstone  Apartments 
907  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts 

Waiting  list  applications  for  1  and  2  bedroom  apartments  will  be 
accepted  at  Fieldstone  Apartments,  in  the  Community  room,  907 
Blue  Hill  Avenue,  Dorchester,  from  10:00  am  to  3:00  pm  on 
Thursday,  December  19,h  through  Saturday,  December  21st,  2002. 
Assistance  in  completing  the  application  will  be  provided. 
Positions  on  the  waiting  list  will  be  determined  by  a  lottery 
system.  Therefore,  applications  submitted  on  December  19*  , 
20th  or  21s1  will  all  have  equal  chance  for  selection  in  the 
lottery.  All  Applicants  will  be  required  to  provide  positive 
photo  identification  at  the  time  of  application  submission. 

Fieldstone  Apartments  is  an  affordable  housing  development 
subsidized  under  the  U.  S.  Dept,  of  HUD  Section  8  program, 
renting  to  both  family  and  elderly  households  of  1  to  4  members. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  housing  assistance  at  Fieldstone 
Apartments,  households  must  meet  income  eligibility  requirements 

as  follows: 

Family  Size  Maximum  Gross  Income 

1  Persons  $25,950 

2  Persons  $29,700 

3  Persons  $33,400 

4  Persons  $37,100 

Applicants  will  be  notified  in  writing  of  their  positions  on  the 
waiting  list  based  on  the  lottery  results.  Any  questions  or 
requests  for  reasonable  accommodation  should  be  directed  to 
Fieldstone  Apartments,  617-265-0229.  Managed  by  Peabody 
Properties,  Inc. 
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Idiom  Express 


To  put  on  a  brave  face=to  try  to  appear  happy  or 
satisfied  when  faced  with  misfortune  or  changer. 

5S8(ftg.  ! 

1  When  he  received  the  rejection  notices  from  the 
college  that  he  wanted  to  enter,  he  was 
disappointed,  but  he  put  a  brave  face. 

nrffessiPK  i**)  m 

mm&m.  - 

Ling  Hwei  Lin 

2.  My  friend  had  a  lot  of  problems  in  her  life.  She 
was  worried,  but  she  put  on  a  brave  face  while 
she  solved  the  problems. 
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,jXe  Executive  Conference  Center  at  Bayside  is  dedicated 
to  your  most  memorable  occasion.  Every  detail  will  be 
arranged  to  suit  your  taste,  front  a  choice  of  Wedding 
Reception  Packages  to  complimentary  parking. 


For  details ,  please  call  our  Sales  Office  at  611-474-6596. 


BAYSIDE 


Executive  Conference  Center  at  Bayside 
150  Mount  Vernon  Street  •  Boston,  MA  02125 


As  the  only  English  /  Chinese  bilingual  newspaper  on  the  East  Coast,  SAMPAN  has  brought  you  insightful  coverage 
of  Asian  American  issues,  arts  and  news  events  not  covered  by  the  mainstream  media  for  the  past  25  years.  If  you  are 
interested  in  new  developments  in  the  Asian  American  community  in  Greater  Boston,  the  SAMPAN  is  essential  to 
your  reading  list. 

Please  send  check  to:  SAMPAN  Subscriptions,  200  Tremont  Street,  Boston  MA  021 16 
(Make  check  payable  to  AACA/SAMPAN.) 

************************************************ 

SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 

[  ]  $60.00  (  First  class  mail  )/year  [  ]  $30.00  (  Second  class  mail  )/year 

Name: _ Tel: _ 

Address  : _ 

Thank  You  for  Your  Support! 
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Visit  our  web  site  www.CountdowntoKindergerten.org 
or  cell  617-63LEARN  for  more  details 
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BIDS  ON  MOUNT  VERNON  STREET  HOUSING 


CorJen  Construction,  LLC,  is  currently  accepting  bids  on  the  Mount  Vernon 
Street  Housing  construction  project.  The  approximate  construction  value  is 
$50,000,000,  and  consists  of  one  seven  story  building  with  one  level  of 
understructure  parking — 146,000sf,  one  nine  story  building  with  one  level  of 
understructure  parking — 246,000  sf. 

Major  trades  include:  Earthwork,  P.I.F.S.;  Landscaping;  Concrete;  Masonry; 
Structural  Steel;  Rough  Carpentry/Siding;  Finish  Carpentry/Cabinetry; 
Waterproofing/Sealants;  Membrane  Roofing;  E.I.F.S.;  Doors,  Frames  and 
Hardware;  Windows/Storefronts;  Gypsum  Drywall;  Flooring;  Painting; 
Elevators;  Swimming  Pools;  Fire  Protection;  Plumbing;  HVAC  and 
Electrical. 

CorJen  Construction,  LLC,  strongly  encourages  cost  proposals  from 
bondable,  certified  MBE/WBE  subcontractors  and  vendors.  All 
subcontractor  pricing  is  due  no  later  than  12:00  p.m.  on  January  8,  2003.  For 
additional  information  contact  CorJen  Construction,  LLC,  150  Mount 
Vemon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02171  or  822-7200. 


Your 

Worry-free 

Lifestyle 

Awaits! 


ft  aE 

a4  ’ 
E  (1 

60  Ay. 

X  fi 
iit  m 
fifen 
®  7e 
fT  R 
f£  7± 
RH  - 
W  7L 
ift  A 
°  ± 
-  fife 
0  it 

ff'J  ffl 


03 

o 


/Jn 


E 


AH. 

i) 


K 

A 


m 

ffl 

ill 


m  fin 

&  of 

m  m 

7k 

a  m 

%  fi 
A  A 

Td  ^ 
c  ? 

rr*  /<— 


05 

A 

A 

'7±l 

AS 

it 


O 

O 

B5 

H 

D- 

a 

3 


m 

M 


03 

O 


3 

7k 

<— i 

O 

3- 

3 

C/5 

O 

3 

51 

ffl 


& 

E 

± 


A 


Request  your  FREE  Information  Kit 
to  learn  more  about  the  hottest 
retirement  campus  currently  being 
developed  on  the  South  Shore. 

Over  7,000  people  have  already  requested 
Linden  Ponds’  popular  Information  Kit. 

60  people  have  already  joined  the  waiting  list! 
But  only  100  apartment  homes  are  currently 
being  developed.  Don’t  miss  out  on  the  many 
acclaimed  amenities  and  benefits  that  Linden 
Ponds  will  feature,  including: 

•  100%  refundable  deposit 

•  All  season  pool  and  hot  tub 

•  On-campus  bank  and  store 

•  On-campus  restaurants 

•  Fitness  Complex 

Linden  Ponds 

Hingham,  Massachusetts  www.LindenPonds.com 

Call  For  Your  Free  Information  Kit 

1-800-832-5319  [Erickson 


s  Empowerment  Zone 


The  public  is  cordially  invited  to 

Boston  Connects,  Inc.’s  Annual  Meeting. 

Ritz-Carlton  Boston  Common 
10  Avery  Street,  Boston  MA  021 1 1 

JANUARY  8,  2003  6:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

Please  RSVP  to  617-541-2681 


Boston  Connects,  Inc.  serves  Boston’s  Empowerment  Zone,  helping  individuals, 
families  and  communities  to  reach  self-sufficiency. 
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Excluding,  however,  the  structures  at  19-25  Harrison  Avenue  and  27- 
39  Harrison  Avenue.  ^ 

4  As  soon  as  construction  begins  on  A-l,  the  Authority  will  immedi- 
'  ately  advertise  for  the  redevelopment  of  Parcels  D  and  E.  Unless  the 
Authority  shall  have  selected  a  Developer  for  Parcels  D  and  E  within 
3  years  from  the  date  of  approval  of  this  plan,  Parcels  D  and  E  shall 
no  longer  be  considered  to  be  part  of  the  Park  Plaza  Project  Area. 
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in  flMtr 
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y  the  Boston  Redevelop 
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2. 


A  de 
open 


Document  Mo.  4101 
Adapted  sc  Meeting  of  11/12/et 


BA 

WVEM3£R  12,  I9S1 


Approval  of  the  Final  Application  and  Redevelopment 
Plan. 


To  further  facilitate  the  successful  redevelopment  of  the 
Boylston  Building  and  the  adjacent  property  which  Is  In  the  planning  stage, 
It  Is  recomnended  that  Section  A,  of  the  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan, 
as  Amended  May,  1977,  be~Tmended  by  deleting  the  last  paragraph  of  said 
Section  so  that  the  development  of  the  Boylston  Building  will  continue  to  be 
governed  by  the  controls  and  restrictions  of  the  Plan. 
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or  visit:  attbroadband-ne.com/power 


Call  AT&T  Broadband  for  complete  details  about  services  and  prices.  Services  subject  to  availability.  Restrictions  apply.  "SI  .00  OFFER  $1  applies  to  installation  with  first  month  of  free  service  on  FbwerTV. Valid  for  new  customers  only. You  must  subscribe  to  Standard  Cable  to  be  ebgible  for  this  offer 
Offer  does  not  include  Federal.  State,  and  Local  taxes,  franchise  fees,  other  related  fees  or  equipment  charges.  After  first  month,  published  rate  card  rate  for  Power  TV  and  Standard  Cable  applies  Offer  does  not  apply  to  services  to  which  customer  oxrentJy  subscribes  Certain  services  are  available 
separately  or  as  part  of  other  levels  of  service,  and  high-speed  Internet  and  Digital  Cable  Services  are  not  available  m  all  areas  You  must  rent  a  converter  and  remote  control  for  a  separate  charge  to  receive  certain  services  Installation,  additional  outlet,  change  of  service  programming  access  and 
other  charges  may  apply  $1  INSTALLATION  OFFER  vahd  for  new  customers  only  and  does  not  apply  to  non-res»dential  or  non-standard  mstaMations  inducing  installations  over  150  ft  from  outside  cable  system.  Franchise  fees  taxes  and  other  fees  may  apply,  with  the  actual  amount  dependr>g  on 

?  Offer  applies  to  one  TV.  Offer  expires  1/5/03.02002  AT&T  Afl  rights  reserved.  M20d-1 12502  A4 


locations  and  services  ordered.  Pricing,  programming,  channel  location  and  packaging  may  change.  Offer  applies  to  one  TV.  Offer  expires  I  /5/03.  < 


